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Student ‘prank’ destroys home of teacher

“Tue O sy Youm P Nesos”

ny Charles Mattox
News er

com

A'prank’ instigated by four
teenagers on the evening of
March 18, resulted in a Nich.
olas County teacher’s home
burning to the ground, all
four of the teens suspended
from school, and one of the
four teen pranksters facing
serious jail time.

Garrett Young, 19, of Mt
Olivet, was arrested March
19, on felony charges of ar.
son, third degree, and crimi.
nal mischief, first

Each chargo can
ishment of one to five
imprisonment upon eonvic
tion.

The charges stem from
March 18, late-night “pran!
during which Young, a recent
senior transfer from Deming
School, and fellow NCHS se-
nior, Jordan Stewart, with
the assistance of a male juve-
nile; placed fireworks on the

rt; of Dreama Griffith,
S teacher.

“Defendant (Young) with.
out permission, entered the
property of (Griffith),
Walnut Grove Road, at the
approximate hour 'of 11:00

While thereon, | Defen.
dant ignited a firework and
placed the firework on the
front porch of the Griffith
home, which resulted in a fire
which destroyed the Griffith
home,” states a portion of the
arrest warrant filed against
Young at the behest of Ken.
tucky State Police Arson In
vestigator, Detective Curtis
Combs.
wart and the male juve-
nile were charged with crimi
nal trespassing, third degree.
A female juvenile, who was
with the goup, but allegedly -
took 1o action in the prank
had not been charged thus
far

According to investigators.
the female juvenile left a

message on her myspace site
on the Internet that partially
stated the following

“Hahaha gone down th
road in a few with the boys
and fireworks.”

ose involved say it
wasn't enough for a crimipal
chargo.

Nicholas County Attorney
Dawn Letcher stated that the
charges did not originate in

er office, but with Detective
Combs who made the crimi.
nal charges after interview
ing three of those involved

itcher also stated that
Detective Combs and Com
monwealth Attorney Doug
Wright might present infor
mation to a future Nicholas
County Grand Jury to con.
sider, which could gencrate
additional charges.

“It is my understanding at
this point, that the investign
tion remains open,” Letcher
said Monday.

Young allegedly refused to

Photo Submitted

Independent insurance investigator David Green, far right, joins Nicholas County
Fire Chief Mark Hughes, Monday at the charred remains of the Dreama Griffith
home. Green and Hughes examined the destruction and uncovered additional fire-
work material af the scene. KSP Arson Investigator Curtis Combs, who continues to
investigate the crime, took the original firework container into evidence last week.

bo  inter.
ewed by

police.

Garrett Young

law
Detective Combs
said of his attempts to inter.
view Young. “He ne
anythin

Lotcher also stated that
when juve involved
an investigator may or may
not speak with a Court Des.
ignated Worker (CDW) be.
fore making o charge. T
CDW handles cases in three
counties, according to court
house sources, and are there.
fore not always available at
any given time on any partic
ular day with the CDW du
ties requiring time and travel
across all three counties.

The “prank”, which led to
Young's charges, according
to those closest to the investi
gatioy, initially ‘fizzled out.’

yered' up,”

said

iles an

Young, Stewart and the
juvenile male, allegedly ran
onto the Griffith property
approximately 50 foet from
the house, ignited the barrel
configuration firework, and
ran back to their vehicles.
The firework was a type.
which when lit, sizzles, then
sends bottle-rocket-type pro
jectiles into the sky, which
eventually burst and create n
visual effect, according to in-
vestigators.

T fireworks' fuse
ally fizled out on the first
attempt. and then, 1
0 those close to the investi
gation, Gan
up the firework, ran to the
.nn.n?A use, placed the
firewd ..AY" and
reignited the fuse.

He acted alone u this va.
pacity, according to Detective
Combs

Detective Combs continu
d the investigation and
is being assisted by

icho.

as County Fire Chief Mark

Hugl nd KSP Detective
Nathan Moore.

Investigators

named who was driving, how

or who was the owner of the
vehicle(s) involved
called to the
house after the incident and
briefly interviewed Griffith
cither noticed any signifi-
cant damge, smoke or fire
Four hours later the home
ging inferno.

Ine of the rockets must
have shot up through the sof:
futt and laid in the attic un
til it smoldered and finally
caught fire,” Chief Hughes

See PRANK Page 9
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Cowan man indicted on drug charges

By Charles Mattox

News g{:’m
ury.com

A Cowan man faces a pos-
sible maximum sentence of
80 years imprisonment on
drug indictments that come
in the wake of an undercov-
or drug investigation and a
raid on his home.

Ralph G. Short, 45, of
Buchanon Road, Cowan,
was indicted March 20 by
a Fleming County Grand
Jury on vight, drug-related
charges.

Short was charged with
four counts of trafficking in
a controlled substance, first
dogree.

Two of those four carg-
es were enhanced because
Short allegedly was in pos-
sossion of a firearm, ac-
cording to the indictments.
Those indictments _allogo

that Short sold “two ox;
codone tablets to a coope
ating witness for $90° and
“sold four oxycodone to n
cooperating  witness  for
$180." These buys occurred
on August 15, 2008, and
March 17, 2009. Short was
arrested on March 19, fol-
lowing a search of his home
by officers with the Buffalo
Trace Gateway Narcotics
Task Forco, Kentucky State
Polico and officers with the
Fleming ' County Sheriffs
Office.

“He sold dope, we bought
dope, and when we execut-
ed the search warrant we
found dope. I don't know
what else to say,” said ono
of the law enforcement offi-
cial assigned to the Buffalo
Trace Gateway Narcotics
Task Force who,was direct-
ly involved in th investiga-

tion and search of Short's

* home.

The agont quickly
added that, “drugs aro di-
vetly and indirectly related
to at least 95 percent of all
the crimes baing committed
in Fleming County.”

County Sheriff Dick Garret, Jail
dents were evacuated

all re
vestigation remains open.

March 18, when police wi

quickly joined by Kiskaden, Sgt. Darrell Layne, C:

m the building and
30 minutes while police prepared to enter an apartment thought 1o hold the alleged gunman. Once
dents and citizens were safe, police forcibly enered the apartment 1o find it empty. The in-

Photo by Charles Mattox

Carlisle Pulice Officer Mike Kiskaden stands vigil near the back of Hall's Apartment on Main Street
in Carlish

called 10 the scene after reports of @ man being armed with

arlisle Chief of Police William Denton, Nicholas
dles and Fish and Wildlife Officer, William Earlywine. Resi-
section of Main Street was closed for approximately

ot

found pills
and a Rossi 410 shotgun
with a separate .22 calibor
rifle barrel in Short's closet,
according to the indictments
and other court documents.

Short was also indicted on
two counts of trafficking in
marijuana, less than cight
ounces; one count of posses-
sion of a fircarm by a con-
victed felon, and one count
of trafficking in a controlled
substance, third degree.

Short was also charged
with one count of possession
of drug paraphernalia.

Short remains lodged in
the Mason County Deten-
tion Center on $10,000 cash.
bond.
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RAID; " Fleming County ~Shee-
if Scotty Royse, above center,
speaks with Ralph Short, above
right, seated, as his deputies, of-
ficors with the Kentucky Siate
Police and agents with Butfalo
Trace Narcotics Task Force serve
@ search warrant at Shorf's house
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