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By Charles Mattox
News Reporter
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A young man acctsed
of burning down his
teacher's home, as’ part
of a prank gone horribly
wrong, will go to trial
Sopt. 18

Garrett

Young is charged with
committing the offense of
arson, third degree and
criminal mischief, first
degree

Young's charges were
the result of an alleged
‘prank’ that  occurred
during the evening hours
of March 18 at the home
of Nicholas County High
School teacher Dreama
Griffith, who lives on
Walnut Grove Road

The alleged prank in
volved fireworks, which
were placed on Griffith's
home and ignited
Investigators believe one
of the firework projectile
lodged in Griffith's attic
and stpoldered for sever
al hougs before stéting a
fire, which subsequently
destroyed Whe home in
the early morning hours
of March 19,

com

Young, 18,
appeared in  Nicholas
Circuit Court, Monday
morning with his attor.
ney, Honorable Raymond
Bogucki

Nicholas Circuit
judge, Honorable Robert
McGinnis, set a trial date
of Sept. 18 with a final
pn (nnl conference of

“l lhml Mr. ‘xuung isa
fine young man,” Bogucki
said, but declined further
comment as he left the
courtroom with Young
and family members,

Felony charges against
Young, were bound over
to the grand jury follow.
ing & proliminary hear
ing in Nicholas District
Court, April 24,

District Judge,
Honorable William
Probus, bound the charg
es of arson, third degree,
and  crimind]
first degree,
Nicholas County Grand
Jury following testimony
of veteran Kentucky State
Police Arson Investigator,
Detective Curtis Combs.

County Attorney [
Letcher called Detective
Combs as heronly witness
and Combs answered all
of her questions during
direct questioning. He
also answered questions
from Young's attorney
Raymond Bogucki during
cross-examination.

over to a

mischief, "

Under direct question.
ing from Letcher, Combs
detailed his investign
tion. His testimony in-
dicated four individuals
were at the Griffith home
that night in two vehicles.
They were Young, Jordan
Stewart, a male juvenile
d a fomale juvenile.

“The fire started s a
result of the, firework,”
Combs said early in his
testimony, and later said
temperatures inside the
house reached 2,000 de-
groes Fahronheit. “The
fire did not start in the
house, it started in the
attic area”

Young was later indict
od on the above charge
by o Nicholas County
Grand Jury

During Monday's court
appearance, Young ap
peared calm and humble
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Garrett Young, left, and his attorney Raymond Bogucki

tembar trial is currently scheduled for Young's felony arson
charge.
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2009 Blackberry Festival Queen Carlotta Paige Barker
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News Reporter
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Cynthianaattorney,
honorable  Edward
Douglas “Doug”
Miller, an attorney
with the well-estab
lished law firm | of

Governor
« Boshear to
fulfill  the duties
of  Commonwealth
Attorney for the 18th
Judicial  District,
which includes
Harrison, Pendleton,
Nicholas and
Robertson Coun
Miller  will  take
the helm of the of-
fice previously head
ed by Doug Wright
1 the rme
Commonwealth's
Attorney for the 18th
Judicial District, who
was killed in a tragic
two-vehicle accident

“June

8, just north of
Butler in Pendleton
County

Wright unop
poscd during the 2006
Slaction: whenhe be
came Commonwealth
Attorney and had pre
viously left a thriv
ing private law prac-
tice to become assis
tant  Commonwealth
Attorney under Jack
Keith

He was very
known and respect
ed in the community
especially by those
wha knew him over
the years and worked
closely with him

“I considered Doug
 good friend and 1
had the pleasure of
knowing Doug for sev

well

eral years before he
was  Commonwealth
Attorn Miller
suid Monday

“Philosophically, 1
have a lot in common
with Doug's approach

Miller appointed to fill role
as Commonwealth Attorney

to the law

that
> first per
contacted
about filling the
sition was Assistant
Commonwenalth
Attorney  Michael
Laws
“I know Mike
Doug  worked
closely together
I know Mk
worked ti
help Doug keep the
office in good shape. |
look forward to work
ing with Mr. L
and  continuing
with Doug's
Laws said he
also looking forward
to  working  with
Miller and  spoke
briefly about his for
mer colleague, Doug
Wright
“Doug was
attorney
derful
said with a voice lad
en heavily with sor
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By Charles Mattox
News Reporter
charles@thecarfslemercury.com

Heavy rains led to the
cancellation of the fourth
of July fireworks as part
of the Blackberry Festival,
and event organizers say
they hope to sce the festi-
val moved back downtown
to the original location
for next year o they fear
the entire festival may be
washed out

“As far as atmosphere,
the move to the West
End Park has killed the
| Blackberry Festival,” said

Dorsey Watkins. “Don't
get me wrong. The ball
field at the park is a won-
derful, spacious place for
the carnival rides, but it
just doesn't have the at-

uying:|
Homes or Farms

B@

Rains, location,

mosphere and it's not ¢
ne.”

Watkins, the adjutant
for the local American
Legion, the sponsoring en-
tity of the festival, said the
rains flooded the possibil-
ity of a fireworks display
Saturday night, but the
downpour was nothing in
comparison to the people
who he say inundated him
with a flood of complaints
about the festival location.

“It was very disappoint-
ing” he said. “One af-
ter another, people were
secking me out to com-
plain about the location.”
Watkins said and added
that the owner of the carni-
val rides said the businvss
was abaut “half” of what it
was the last time he set up
rides for the Blackberry

tival, which coinciden
4.u,\ was the year before
lnst when the Timb-cut-
ting controversy occurred,
which lod members of the
Nicholas County Fiscal
Court to ban rides in the
courthouse yard, which in
turn led to the festival be

veryone  that
complained to talk to their
elected officials,” Watkins
id. “1 nover sought out
anyone about their opin-
ion. They sought mo out
and they complained in
droves.”

Watkins ~ said the
Blackberry Festival is
more than a fair or gather-
ing of carnival rides.

“Its  always

ing,” ho said. “Its

H

dampen festival spirits

survived since 1946 when
it was first held as a home.

coming. 1ts had a feeling of
 homecoming every since
until the move to the West
End Park. Ljust don't think
you should mess withtra-
dition. We'vo tried it out to
the park and it just doesn't
have the same feeling and
people aren't responding
Td like to seo the festival
moved' back downtown
for good. I think there can
be improvements made
inthe downtown loca-
tion and I think we have
a wonderful park, but the
festival has traditionally
boen downtown and peo-
ple from across the state
and nation come home to
Caxlisle for the Blackberry

@ historical event that has
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town and visit with family

and friends. I'd Li
the Blackberry Festiv 1
noved back to downtown
Carlisle and 1 think a lot
of Nicholas County folks
would like to see that too.”

Watkins noted that
although he saw
1 city s during
the festival he only saw
one  Nicholas  County
Fiscal Court member,
MagistrateJeffRandolph,
at the festival.

“That was disturbing

Watkins said. “To
know that those partially
responsible for moving
the festival didn't even
come 1o see it.

Carlisle Mayor Ronnic
Clark, and Watkins both
said the fireworks show
would be held tentatively
on Labor Day Weekend.




