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Give comics
a chance

Comic books have always
been ¢ bad rap.
But then ag

Yoy
a (h\x issed
because Jefds never like
anything that is good for
them, do they? (Does ‘eat
your broccoli’ ring a bell?)
Or kids just naturally

gravitate towards things

b
and long "hair ri

bell?)

I've been
books for o
it hasn't affected me in
adverse way

It's affected my wallet
but not my

Warner Brothers’ rtoons
and not once have 1 either
jumped off of a cliff or hit
‘someane with a frying pan to

d took the

sh n.

Tl tell you the one reason
that kids (and some adults)
enjoy superhero comic books
50 much.

They're fun

That's simple enough,
isn'tit?

One other reason is that,

complex themes (somewhere
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between rated G and PG)
all comic books
od

§99 guys eventually coming
out on top.

While there are

most of the cl
still in print
Spider-

A day at the Appalachian
Writers Workshop last August
at the Hindman Settlement
chool, just for fun, was a
welcome break from work and
y am 1 such a big fan | Worry
of comic books? The opportunity to v
you asked with «

I remember buying my Hietbrook. &
first comic at Maloney's Brosi, and the man:
(does that bring back was a change, sort of a step
memories or 7) | back into the writing world,
and mostly I got to spend
three or four hours with
Sharyn McCrumb.

We had lots of catching up
to do.

We go back over 20 y
Soa wriers gathering ot East
» University,

I remember that so
idly because 1 read that
comic until it fell apart.
love for
comics came tered
second grade and one of m
teachers, Mrs. Johnson,

togeth
Appalachian
Association,

friendship has continued

suggested, nay, commanded When was daiig

that I read them, re S Vaaraligo,
they were for lnr novel “Rosewood

filled with more difficult | Casket" we spent

words and themes than were visiting Berea woodworl

being covered in class, which |  the'd know how o coffin is

built. Since that book was to
be about five sons who come

See COMICS on 5

been if she hm
“writing” colleg

might h
attended o

earey | nsidering the millions of
Barker ‘ ;14 r books that have been sold
Guest y
Columrist | sbout 200, otelits tn

from writing, without a job or
ts, and 1 remember w
Sharyn made the giant leap
home because their father is  Quit her job, and starte
dying, the visit was more Writing full time
intense than usual She also
My own father was dying, her work.

arted marke
haryn loyally does

nd his 5 sons were gathered  book tours, “book fairs
ound him much of the time.  lectures, interview nd
know does more  workshops, traveling about 3

reh than dc oq

S umb, thou
whe! n the lmu comes for the
actual writing she wy
quickly 7
The day we

lad" series
k

he W

visited in

lhmhmm Hills," “Rose
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and and I've lost coun
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n't miss

by v
a new book about southorn of her tolal book
writers, wondering how it  you start reading,
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she wrote
“Gary

Sharyn McCrumb is very
generous when it comes to
helping other writers, al
level, though she reg
chastises me for my
output

I need to tell her 1 just
finished compiling a 65,000
word manuscript, a short
(ulxun collection xl\w( covers
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Gene Tumey,
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COMICS rrom 4

would be more of a benefit to
o in thelong run,

1 jumped in with both feet
and I read every comie.book 1

My favorites at the time
were Superman and Spider-
an, ironic choices,
considering my chosen
profession. (Superman's alter
ego iy Clark Kent,  ropartr,
and Spider-Man's_is Peter
Acker, © & freelance

forgery, not ‘guilty plea,
reliminar hearing
“ebruary 11 George Allen
Watking Jr.
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assault, not guilty plea,
pretrial conference
February4. Thom a
y atkins,
arraignment, assault, not
guilty plea, prelimina
hearing February 11.

grapher for the Daily
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The summer following my
second-grade year was my
personal Golden Age of
Comics.

nce a week, 1 would pack

up my little duffel bag full
comics and pedal my way on
up to Larry's Rock n' Read
and trade him out on a one
for-o

Th

sis.
e is no telling the

number of expensive books
ave passed through my
e

But I've never*been into
i o tha penky,

Comi love

for reading that T st enjoy o
this day.
So grab the kids and run
out, right now, to your local
comic shop or grocery store (if
they still carry comics) and
pick one up.

afraid of jumping
in in the middle of a storyline,
I'm sure there's som:
around who can fill you a
on what's been happening

You tould make a new
friend

And what's wrong with
giving the gift of reading
potentially making friends

hat's just my opinion.
Actual,user opinion may
vary. 7
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