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s How oten -huuld you have your

eptic Systems Work-
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w can you tell if your »
yatem has failed

1f you do ot know the answers to
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Suggested Contacts:

*Your local
partment

*National Small Flows
Clearinghouse. Ask for in-
(unmunn pertainingtos

l 800-624-8301

*Your local Cooperative
ion Servic

*Stop by the Licking River
Valley RC&D Office located
in Harrison Square Shop-
ping Center in Cynthiana,
Kentucky. A free publica-
tion entitled Pipeline that
pertains to septic systems
is available.
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The Care and Feeding\

of Your Septic Tank
System
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Tank Size
(@als)
1 2
500 S8 26
750 o1 42
900 110 52
1000 124 59
1250 156 75
1500 189 91
1750 221 107
2000 254 124
2250 286 140
2500 319 156

Source: Pennsylvania State University Cooperative Extension Service.

Why Maintain Your

to repair or replace. For example, it

System?

There are three main reasons why
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SEPTIC SYSTEM DO's AND DON'Ts

Dohiave your sept
anaually

Dohave your septic tank putnped
regularly by a licensed contractor

Do keep your septic tank cover
accessible for inspections
pumpings. Install sisers if nie

Docall a professional whenever you

expeaience problems with you
ystem, or if there are any
em failure
Doeep a detailed record of repair
pumiping tions, perit
activitie

Do conserve watet 10 avoid overloading

the system. e sur

leaky faucets or toilets

Do divert other sources of water, like

1oof drains, house footing drains

sump pumps.

soil in the drai

cleansing the wastewater

WARNING

8o sure to exercise appropriate
caution when inspecting a sepic

tank. Never allow anyone to

inspect a septic tank alone or go
down into a septic tank. Toxic
gases are produced by the natural
treatment processes in seplic
tanks and can kil in minutes—
oven just looking in the tank can

be dangerous.

0 repair any

ay from the septi
¢ water keeps the

icld from naturally

Don't il

Don't ik paies to
sepic sy
tequired heal
Use profe i
contractor

Don't use tank additives. Th
products usually do not help and some

may even be harmful «

Don’t use your toilet a

poison your seplic s

a trash can or

groundwater by pouring harmful

chemicals and cleansers down the

drain. H.

sh chemicals can kill the

beneficial bacteria that treat your

wastewaler.

Don't use a garbage disposal without
checking with your local regulatory

ag

system can
additional waste.

Don't allow backwash from home water

sof

cy to make sure that your scptic
ccommodate this

15 1o enter the septic system.

coffee grounds G
dental floss ¢ \
disposable diapers

kitty litter

cigarette butts

fat, grease, or oll

paper towels -

ardous chormicals, such as

<

]

varnishes

thinners. Lfvex

waste o

pnnmgmpmc solutions
pesticide

These tems can overtax of destroy
the biological digastion taking placo
within your systom.

New Poster

poster titled,

poster lsta sourcesofhaz
in the home and includes
or their safe disposal in an

isalsoexplained. The poster isa great
relorece svaee for every home with
ptic system

To oder “Groundusater Protection
Hegins at Home, call the NDWC at
(800) 624-8301, an order

PEAD. A shipping s forg
Mondling charge will epp

o
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