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| Ockermanrelates experienceat Okinawa

Ty Jahahad " erman was 27, The war was anchor at Pearl Harbor,
O Fey going badly for s pow- dack, confined on ship, o

DR T ratky, o and In Virginla, Otker. erman laoked over the nfac
violent hills of Okinawa the man received orders and was mous site, seeing little evi:
Japanese entrenched them. transferred to Camp Lejeune, dence of the attack which had
selves in small human size North Carolina, there 1o pick  propelled himself and the

caves. Some were tombs. up Marine field training in United States into war in the
Othors deadly surprise traps.preparation for action In the  first place

for the advancing American Pacific. It was all cleaned up. Th
soldiers. But the certainty of actually ~ devastation that had Fight-

From the distance Sergeant going to fight did not arouse ened radio listeners two years
Chester Ockerman watched in Ockerman any sense of ago was barely evident. All
the American bombers pul- apprehension, no second that had once happened
verize the hillside, watching ~guessing his decision to enter goemed hidden from view,
the haze of dust and smoke the conflict. There really was
erupt from the ground. In his  no decision to it, he said. With
mind he could not imagine orders in hand and training
anyone surviving such an behind him, he boarded a
onslaught train with his troop, strangers
Hours later, he was posi- all, and began a journey o war. The devastation grew
tioned at the foot of those hills ~ California. gradually worse, but being
leading an assault blindly up  For five days, the troop exposed fo it by degree, it
under heavy fire from the en- tr never quite registered on
emy. country, stopping at station o Ockerman. It was still some
“Somehow, they had dug station, picking up more and far away something he had
themselves caves so deep the more soldiers on the way. It never seen, only drilled and
was a big time, he said. The  trained to meet.
Many survived and were excitement of the travel. Al there was to do in the
pinning us down from spot to Never mind seeing only the meantime was drill, work,
spot. We were lucky only in’ stations, he was watching the and wait
the fact there were no Zero changing countryside pass
strafing runs coming down by, glancing as the midwest- It wouldn't last long.
Ockerman said. ern hills opened out to miles  The approach to Okinawa
Two-thirds of the way upthe and miles of flat, grass cov-  went largely undercover of &
hill, he was surprised o find ered Plainy thro h sandy  naval transport vehicle, filled
himself suddenly knocked desert, U with nameless soldiers wait-
cight feet back down, When nally. _ Californi ing to be released from the
the knee mortar collided Pendleton and the U.S.S. steel gate several yards from
against him, he felt nothing. General Hughes the beach"and the Yon Ton
He looked up and half his pant ~ The Hughes, a recently  airstrip which the Americans
leg was gone. He drew his web  christened troop ship, dropped  had already secured.
belt tightly around his leg to
slow theflow afblood
n his back on the
il watng for help o come,
ckerman heard the troops
throw themselves against the
Japanese, not knowing for
certain if they succeeded fi
nally in turning them avay
e moved in and out of
ousness, everything
Blarred, the battle around him
fading, becoming distorted.
Since arriving on Okinawa,

listed, ho and Gaylord Barton
went together to the recruiting

erally h.mand; of men in the
Navy I

The Tine for the Marines
was considerably less, about
25 people, which guaranteed a Tha Carksi Mercurytdth Shagberd PPt
considerably shorter wait. (O
Ockerman lnughed. His de- the Pacific Theater of Workd War I

cision to join the Marines was
simply a matter of conve- Nicholas County
Concrete

nience
Afer basic training at Par
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ris Island, Ockerman didn't
o immediately to battle. He
State Certified o
ey W) |

would be two years stateside
pulling guard duty at a Navy
yard in Portsmouth, Vir-
W@  289-3334 ‘eew
1-800-544-8607
Nights 1:267-3843

ginia
“The Marines apparently
were noted for guard duty.

You had the Military Police

Ocl
1t was Decerber, 1944, Ock-

“Even then 1 wasn't con- from the hillside. sound of the rockets and
corned for mysolf. T wan all 1 “Strange as it may sound, bombs being pumped into the
had. There was no one I knew when I was _rehabilitating, I Okinawa hillsides echoed in

Very well and ns soon as we was disappointed. There was his mind farther and farther
landed we moved Xly only one hill left to secure away. For three years he had
as possible to the battle lines,” after ours. Those who were ~been active with the forces, but
Ockerman said. lucky enough to escape un- the friends he made, those
Eight hours after he ar- harmed formed part of the oc- long lasting military kin
rived, of watching soldiers cupation forces in Japan after ships, were those who healed
clean’ out knee high hovels they surrendered,” Ocker-  with him in the states.
with grenades and flame. man sa Okinawa, one of the last
e ing past rice  Field hospitals saved his _stepping stonesto the Japanese
and finally joning log. For nine months after-  shore, had been won at a cost
self, Ockerman Ockerman healed at a  For some, it lasted the length

z

s Snuaded and.Temoved naval hospital in Oregon, the of a
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126 Years of Dedicated Service To Nicholas County
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289-2205 289-3400
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Your Direct Route To Fine Family Dining

— Uraeks

Thursday ngh(, June 11 is Lady's Night at Tracks
Let Bill and Maurice Serve You!
Pl\glsarmdlnd Chicken Salad...... .54.95

Primaver 4.95

Fettucini noodles in a garlic/parmesan cheese sauce
Register from 5:00 — 9:00 p.m. Thursday to win a
$25 Tracks gift certificate

pp—— Friiags'a Juxac 5 I‘ S;\lﬁrﬁhéy.l{]ilﬁlsc 6 W

Tossed Salad, Gartc Bread Fries,

AlYou-Can-Eat Baked "g‘é!oi)l‘gss Satad
: 5 .95
6.95

Sunday, June 7 I
C}ncken Apricot “

Baked Pgméo 915;5 Salad
.70

% $8.95
Catfish and Chips n Prime Rib

‘ $4.95
‘l All Week!

.,F r}ﬁf}\?&cﬁ”ﬁ; ‘ Daily Lunch Specials
Sl I $300 |

SUMMER SAVINGS

REID & VICE BUILDERS SUPPLY
30th ANNIVERSARY 1962-1992 |

cedar |z
paneling 1997
$4 4x8 he

—cash & carry-

Nalls & Trim Avallable

V) 5 |
50% OFF | 25% OFF |
In-Stock Wallpaper Vinyl Floor Covering ||
99 99 I

w $7 Double Roll | Starting at 3 Sq. Yard
+Prepasted - Just Wet & Hang Easy Care - No Wax 1
+Scrubbable * Strippable In Stock Reg. $6.15 & upl|

Remodel Your Kitchen Now
atural Oak Cabinets by Delmar™

Visit Our New Kitchen Display ||
Today!
Cabinets In Stock, Ready for

Immediate Delivery
Countertops Available

FREE ESTIMATES

Let Us Help You Design a Beautiful New Kitchen ||

© LUMBER ® HARDWARE © PAINT ® PLUMBING ® ELECTRIC ‘

800-273-7494  Carlisle, Ky. 289-7175 |




