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Lyric Theater spanned generations, history

Shepherd onlookers to gape in wonder at. gle lens was the epic southern would fill the theater several
ke Mercury s the creative tinkering of & drama, Gone With The times over. | could never have
CARLTBLE = ETecirieliy. very formots. and. protifle Ine - Wind. - Alosgh It took the. started sgain after 1 left: Be-
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‘ ally changed our point In Carlisle, it took G.A. rive, in Carlisle, it was re- the same way anymore”
Duncan- and, later,'Walter leased in late 1939 and shown Wyrick said
1'usked my grandmother  Wyrick to turn this curious st the Lyric in the spring af | was never home at night
ne time, this was in the sev-  wonder into a profitable busi- 1941, it still commanded which was something of a
nties, what thing in all her pess and source for diversion strain. But if 1 could go back, 5
ears of living was the most that lasted nearly six just to experience the fun of
ncredible advance she had  decades working that theater one more
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peaple to such names as Char. never as great, proportion. among Carlisle do not re-
lie Chaplin, Fatty Arbuckle, ally, with the exception of, member a time, sitting in the
and Buster Keaton. A live pi. possibly, Cecil B. DeMille's darkened hall, watching
ano player provided the film's Che Ten
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Business boomed. “The slecper hit of the time,

“The sight of people who
lined up around the block in ot do very well. It was called
front of the Deposit Bank was Jailhouse Rock, Elvis Pres.
samebing 1 smw many, many 1o’ s moe, 1 think
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cncoded on o six inch dise,
cital technology, light and
Clectricity are the basic buld:
blocks of a vast network of
dvances.
In the year of 1914, Elec:
ricity was a brash new thing,

The Cati v oo
Jane and Walter Wyrick took a few minutes of their day to reminisce
about the last decades of the Carisle Lyric Theater. Walter put in

t the thea , history, and
fun of running and operating a movie theater was something neither
one would trade. From the square screen 10 the development of
Cw.‘rmscwe Wyrick witnessed the development of an influential

Busin good,
i Wyrick said, that he was ablg
orking nights practi- to pay cash for a 1955 Buick,
cally every night seven days  the only time he was ever able
a week comprised Wyrick's todoit
life. People in line, waiting to  His highest grossing year
see the latest Hollywood re- was 1957, just before televi-
lease. Wyrick saw the history ~sion boomed and slowly per-
of modern cinema unfold and  vaded the eulture, recling peo-
evlve from biack and white  pl back to
to technicolor, from square away from
ing o Veroeni to_panoramic Cine. * During the course of the
 Before the Lyric Theater,  mascope. e installed the 1960's, the movie business,
however, Carlisle was intro-  cquipment himself. especially the theaters, began
o the miracle of Mo Years upon years gently a slow steady decline. Profits
et s tnay tuging the hair of the kids ~ dwindled, becoming scarcer
s, The Mexs ' who talked just a little too until, Wyrick said, by 1971 he
a8 asnly ? loudly, checking the baleony
The Mognascope, Thomas (" qoens more. interested
Edison’s latest and most in. sictid
igs—tir Wyrick  to Luther Hollar, he said, and
worked the Canlisle nightlife, moved,on.
putting on the shows for gen. It was not until much later T Camm .
erations upon generations in  that the cinema rebound from Gone Wah The Wind appeared
search of an escape. its slump, but by then, many times at the Lyric Theater
The theater was big busi-  Wyrick's interest in movies 2nd was one of the first fims
ness for a good number of waned.
“The time between World
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Carlisle was suddenly Aot 85
ark and Saturday night
I never be the same

But why is light and elec-

years.

Predictably, the big
grossing movie ever to spool
through the Lyric's. wide an.
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R ek of the light for Blackberry Festival and Tourisminc.'s Bicentennial Events parade

Thursday night.

200 Years of Kentucky
GARRETT'S FURNITURE/ CCARLISLE /NNERCURY
Grand Prize History Challenge

The Final Round

1. In what year did Gone With The Wind first play at the Lyric Theater?

2. Name the first Blackberry Queen?
3. What Nicholas County author wrote the novel, The Bean Trees?

4. What made an emergency landing on the Boone Clark farm in

19632
5. In what year did Carlisle become a "Certified City"
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Grand Prize — Queen Size Spring Air Maarcss and Box Springs. Retail Value $500
Rules

ird round July 15. Each week’s winners with the most answers right will be placed in a final drawing

« No Purchase Necessar
+ Deadline for first round July 1, second round July 8, and thi
for the grand prize on July 16.

Send your answers to The Carlisle Mercury,
or Immediate family membe

0. Box 272, Carlisle, KY 40311 or bring the answers to the office at 232 N. Locust.




