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Oh, it was a big truck

For some people taking to the mountains can
mean many things

A couple weeks ago, Marilyn and | had the
chance 10 go 1o the mountains of Pike County
and visit with the Williamson W.Va. Chamber of
Commerce and Rotary Club

With us on the trip was Fujio Cho, president of
Toyota Motor Manufacturing USA, Emmy Cho
his wife, and Mr. Sato who served as a transia
tor

The host and hos
Mrs. PR Vellayan

Although the motive of the trip was for Mr, Cho
1o speak to the thamber of commerce and Ro
tary, the side trips provided many unusual
sites.

But first, the meeting and the speech before a
large crowd.

Also in attendance at the event were mem
bers of the economic development offices of
West Virginia and Kentucky.

Mr. Cho, after receiving a couple presenta
tions from some dignitaries, gave an overview
of the progress at Toyota - Georgetown

On the way to South Williamson, which is five
miles past forever, the three Japanese mem
bers of the party had their first encounter with a
trip off the road from a coal truck

As we headed through the town of Inez we
rounded a curve and lo and behold, what was
right in the middle of the road but a GREAT BIG

real long - coal truck

We headed for the ditch on the right side of
the road and somehow escaped those tires
which are as tall as many/of the mountains.

s for the trip was Dr. and

As we continued on we heard some nervous
giggling from the back and a quick exchange in
Japanese. | don't know if they ‘were talking
about my driving or the truck. It really didn't
matter, | was busy trying to get my eyes back in
the right place and my heart out of my throat.

After the speech, the traveling party had the
chance to visit a surface coal mine.

Although | lived in that part of the country for
several years, | have never had the chance to
visit a mine of any type.

Once we arrived at the mine, which was down
a gravel road about 500 miles, there were ma-
chines bigger than most houses | have seen

The bucket on the crane, which cost $25 mil-
lion was large enough to hold four cars, stacked
on top of each other.

After riding on the crane for a few minutes
which involved a back and forth motion, enough
was enough, and it was time for a trip out of the
mine pit.

On the way back we glso had the chance to
look at the manner in which blasting is done ata
mining site.

The days of dynamite are gone, mostly, and
with the use of much safer chemicals it is pos
sible to be closer to the blasting,

The trip back was a little less sensational,
however the driver was a little miffed when the
coffee machine at the rest area wouldn't work

About 18 hours after we left, including 12 on
the road, we were heading back from George-
town to Carlisle.

It is a pleasure to take someone, somewhere
that is enjoyable. The Chos and Mr. Sato were
obviously entertained, and educated to the
hospitality and terrain of eastern Kentucky.

Everyone should make a visit to the area at
least once to see many of the reports about the
area are not really true.

There are two suggestions | might make if you
plan to make the trip. If it is possible, don't
make the trip in one day - | didn't know you
could get saddle sores from bucket seats. And
second, don't depend on the rest areas 1o
provide coffee, the machine wil! probably be
broken, so take your own.

And so, until next week, thanks and
thirty.
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vhy we, at times scem pre-occupied
asp of the very obvious.

y
weather is ol

ion, weather is number
Itis the

But in convers
three- next to “hi” and "how are yo
great cure all to waning conversation

In Central Ohio, the saying is if the
weather does not suit, 1 hour and it
will change

A truer statement I have yet to here

All winter two years ago, barely a flake
trickled down from the sky. Yet, as the days
become steadily longer, not even the most
sensitive meteorological equipment could
predict anything from the weather than for
the next few hours ahead. It can turn from
sunshine to hail in the blink of an eye or
from near tropical breezes to thunderstorms
within a half mile walk

But one of the most spectacular sights was
an electrical storm with no rain. It was all
lightening and thunder, flashing in crooked
bolts to the ground, its thunder booming like
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express concerns and opin-
fons, as you did. Again, my
thanks for your participation
and concerns.
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At least that is what I've been told and the
theory, at least for thess , seems to hold

true

Three years of heavy winter, choked with
ice and snow were traded for another three
with barely ¢hough snow to make a snow
ball

A summer drought is followed the next
ar with flooding and waterlogged fields

1t's crazy, but then Nature follows a pat-
tern none of us are likely to completely un-
derstand.
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But the onset of seasonal changes is all
ready upon us and the warm days are be-
coming few and far between. Fall tends to
settle quickly, the warm days suddenly dis-
appear. But they do pop up when we least
expect them, when we need them

Curious because we tied to it, inextri
cably, and whatever it decides to throw at us
we have no choice but to deal with it. And
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Labor problems cause :
farming alternatives’

By Josh Shepherd b
Of The Carlisle Mercury Staff |
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In order for a farmer to p
stify putting in that much deal with about a 20-30 cent
ey for the machinery to reduction in profits in 1984
would have to be  “We had more tobacco ths
we could deal with.

said. More factory jobs is one
major reason he cited for the
drop, but even with fan
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feri

nearly $10 an hour, fow
o seem willing to work
field
Migrant labor is one way
Rarmer's have found to stave
off the problem, Phillips said. S
Used fairly extensively in ha amount of a crop & farm can
Seott, Harrison, and Bourbon the technology costs too much sell in a given year. Quotas,
Counties, field hands from for them o invest, he sa he said, are dictated largely
Mexico, ho said, have proven the impetus would be on large by a formula that takes into
et lves able 1o adapt farms covering several thou- ~account the surplus of tobacco,
quickly to tobacco work. sands of acres. the estimated production of the
e haugh many of them are  This process has all ready plant in the next year, and
working in thacco for the taken place with some crops, most importantly, how much

ooy time, from my cbserva. even tobaceo to an extent, he companies estimate they will

tions, they seem to said need, Furnish sai
with little trouble, “Back in the fiflies, 3500 “In the last ten years, the
said acre grain farm was huge, but quotas have risen and fallen

One advantage he has seen forty years later, they are depending on emand,”
1s the ability migrant laborers commonplace. A 500 acre he said
o hibited in pacing farm is now a hobby farm,"  Since the 1982 glut, quotas
themselves. Though they do Phillips said have remained low until 1989

Some technology is avail: when the governmen
able, but most, Phillips said, dated a 24 percen
is still in the experimentai supply, due |
stage. But, once the machin- ing to Furnish, to the increase
ds tend to ery is universally adaptable in foreign markets.
Ay days to all types of terrain, they  “Markets in China, Japan,
Mexi. will begin to_trickle into the and Taiwan are all opening
o Nove impressed mo in farms, slowly but  more uptotake in US. tobacco.” he
their work and 1 think, at quickly as time goes on, he said
least for a limited time, they aid However, furnishing the
will provide much needed _“This is not something in® rise in demand are becoming
help,” Phillips said. h future either,” he difficult because of labor

However, Phillips believes 2 t may be problems and the rise in the
e oen of migrant available before the end of the . average age of & tebacco
Tabor will be short lived next decade. farmer.

He said the situation with T
migrant labor is all ready be-
coming a vicious cycle.

“It is happening all ready.

As more and mare formers 8 DANIEL A. EWEN, M.D.

have recognized the advan.

tages of hiring migrant la. Ophthalmology - Diseases and
borers, they are beginning to Surgery Of The Eye
branch out and their supply
becoming thinner,” Phillips

ot man

able to keep the same pace all
day.

“Experienced
start out quickly

labor available and those who
don't plan ahead will begin to
me situation they
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Eye Center Of The Bluegrass
131 S. Main St., Sulte 101 Winchester, KY 40391
(606) 745-3060
The root of the problem, he A s e M b Sy
said, comes from the fact that o
tobacco farming has not

“Migrant labor s a short
term fix to the problem, not the
answer,” he said
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George Walker & Mellotones |
| in Concert
Rosehill Methodist Church
Saturday, September30 7 P.M. 1

Everyone Welcome

“ihan you 6 your €hecking ar

saving with Us, 1t haips you when you want 10 get a foan.

Every once in awhile someone who does
their checking and saving busingss somo

W H AT where elso will come in 1o our bank wanting
10 borrow maney
WO U L D When we ask them why they don't borrow
the money from the

ce whero they do
their banking, they sometimes get upsel.

1f you ware us wouldnt you do tho same?
Our first priority is fo taka caro of the finan
cial needs of our customers. Thats just good
do your checking and
you when you want
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Last Day To Register To Vote
October 10, 1989

For November General Election
County Crk's OF

KENTUCKY LAW REQUIRES THAT IN
ORDER TO VOTE, YOU MUST BE
REGISTERED IN THE PRECINCT WHERE
IF YOU HAVE MOVED BUT
HAVE NOT TRANSFERRED YOUR
REGISTRATION ADDRESS, PLEASE
CONTACT YOUR COUNTY CLERK’S
OFFICE TO MAKE SURE YOU ARE PRO-
PERLY REGISTERED: I YOU ARE NOT
REGISTERED IN  THE PROPER

PRECINCT, YOU WILL BE UNABLE TO
VOTE IN THE NEXT ELECTION.




