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FOCUS

As we come to the end of a decade there are two
s of people, really
is one group that will constantly want to
alk about what has beer
ade up of those people wh
at what mig nd plan for the future
you read this newspaper, hopefully every
the staff r.u. works diligently to bring you
most ive news and advertising
sge availabje to the people of Nicholas County
do that requires many hours and a great des
{ effort: Unfortunately, at times we will miss Yoy
4 or pictures, but as a rule we try o be every
That is indeed difficult with the size stafl we
consider the state's second largest
an editorial stafl eight (8)
aff — that handles

s wockly anly gets to print its edition one time

k
There are the same lrl\l',nd Joa rements
the same sales territories .
espo ibilities, pictures, stori ,&um))'»mun ete
weekly there is a commitment sometimes
not present at larger publications. The people who
work at weekl sally live right in the county
or next to it. They don't have a 50 mile commute
and go home after and 8-hour shift
As part of The Mercury’s commitment to bring.
Qm&)nu the best possible publication, we have added
4 ftwb new stall people. JelT Spradling has been on the
aall for a few days os managing editor, ard Jeft
Rogers is here as general manag
Feh has a commitment 10 o well-versed, well
planned publication to make it a real value to read
ers each wee
In addition The Carlisle Mercury Plus contains
in-depth feature matérial, along with news of gen
eral interest and information.
Both publications will make some changes in the
* coming weeks. There will bea-shift to targeted iry
formation to offer assistance in making some of
those big decisions
Be it 8 woman planning a Wedding to & family
planning this year's garden or home improve
an to bring you the best possible edito-
rmation and advertising messages to help
you with these projects ’
welcome information to be used in
the publications Be it  feature story idea, a nows
or a picture opport:
el Spradling, 2892464, and he'l make ev.
ery effort to accommodate our readers’ wishes
Sometimes, as you know, time doesn't allow this to
happen, but we will do our best
sh you the best in the 1990s, and look for-
ard to ) bringing you these publications every week

for another week, thanks and thirty.

er Patch

With Jeff Spradling

1 love small towns. In fact, I rather abhor big ci-
ties, even Lexington is too big for my liking.
5
“course that's the main reason I am working at The
Carlisle Mercury and not the New York Times. The
Big Apple just lolds no appeal for me
Which brings me to 1 decided_on the title
higger Patch for this ety Actually the name is
one my father picked for a book he wanted to write
about the simplicity, joys and impossibilities of rural

life.

1 think that's an apt description of what Id like to
accomplish as a journalist in this area, or anywhere
1 go for that matter.

1ts the people that I've met, and written about,
during the past five years who have made it fun to be
 journalist. Don't get me wrong, s any reporter or
editor will tell you, there are always a few people
who can make the newspaper profession completely
miserable. But those moments rarely stay with me.
B eccastonally. T enjoy & good confrontation,
I's o reality check that keeps one from getting too
high on his horse.

By and large, though, it's been the people I've mel

the course of my career who have greatly en-
riched my Tife. People like the nice lady who makes
cream candy in Grayson every Christmas, the g
e e Gtarling, the old pootin Olive Hill whe ro-
markably resembiés Abraham Lincoln and even the
little kids who unfailingly each spring find helium
balloons from fa avway places on their farm:

o"vid axdom of journalism nearly holds trus; the

By
Josh Shepherd

From Left Field .
|
L

It has been a strange weekend in Carrollton
People are only beginning to get things in order for
the holidays as the last network satellite hookup h
moved from the courthouse square, allowing th
people of the small river town Lo begin to live their
lives again in relative obscurity, as had been the
case before they were propelled into unjustified in
famy for over two years by the Carroliton bus
tragedy
Yet the grim matters, settled only days have
left an impression not even time will conceal
It is an unfortunate situation and though the per
petrator has been punished, justly or unjustly is ap
parently a matter of opinion, a stigma, as the
Courier Journal has said, still remains among the
townspeople. I'm not sure how much this stigma is
purely the result of journalistic perception and how
much truly exists, but I doubt the depth of concern
and emotion is felt more deeply in Carrollton than it
is for the rest of the nation
What occurred was no mere morality play because
the situation was not, as many people would like it to
be, all black and white. In spite of the obvious, the
national problem of drinking and driving, the capac
ity of our justice system to deliver just
appeasing extremists was exemplified. The decision
finally handed down is, in my own opinion, just and
fair. Those who may have desired revenge atil fel
hollow, for such is the reward of veng
Larry Mahoney will serve time, probably the en
tire 16 years. Those who believe the punishment
lenient have never had 16 years of life taken from
them. When its over, if he survives, no one will
recognize him anymore. 1 have heard many
opinions, many from Carrolltonians themselves, but
the one thing. that strikes me is the general
agreement that, though they may not agree with the
final verdict, no one envied or desired to be in the
position of those who comprised
1 was born and raised in C say
it was one the best homes | have ever had. 1 hope for
Carrollton that anxiety and the unjust guilt may be,
hopefully and finally, Inid to rest
On the morning after and for all mornings to
come, merchants will open shops for another day,
the morning shifts at ming and M&T will
ock in as the night shifts:clock out, with night
Sorkoeg Siioes Top s godd morning
ers will patiently wait out the winter, w
last spring frost to pass, allowing them to begin
plowing and sowing seed for the summer growing
season
And vacationers skiing the Butler slopes or camp
ing in the spring will come and once in & while ven-
ture downtown to take morning breakfast at the
Carrollton Inn. And they will ask locals how it was.
The waitress will shake her head, local diners will
continue eating, all the time muttering a sub
conscious prayer that through all of the mess, a
sermanent lesson has been learned
itor's note: The opinion expressed in this
column is that of the wriler.

news is always the same, its just different people. 1
have forgotten about most of the sories 've written
and many of the names escape me, as well. But
Chancos are if 1 wrote about you and you Jog my
memory, 1 will remember.

T've never felt I could make that claim if I went to
a metropolitan paper to work. Instead, I'd be at a
dosk editing stories or working 0s the night obitu

writer. Add to that the pain of fighting traffic
the smell of car exhaust and you find out why this
country boy passed on the opportunity for glamor
and glitZ

But back to the theme of this column: chigger
patch. Il offer you one of my personal chiger
patch staries.\Until T was 8 years old, we had an out-
Fouse Instond of its genteel inside’ cousin. It was
never fun going to the thing on winter days. One
winter day, I remember it was so cold that my spit
froze on the outhouse floor as soon as it hit. I'm not
even gotg to go into how cold the seat was.

I'm sure many in Nicholas County can relate to
this, and there’s the theme again: common (as corn
bread) ground. That's what is special about rural
life

Now, it's your turn. I nced your help. If you have

a Chigger Patch story about yourself or someone you

ST ke to hear 1o as Would many other poo
le.

course I'm committing myself to something
here that may be luuyh 1 won't be able to fall back
on politics and world affuirs and all those other
tapics that we so fecly cxpress our (somel
opinions abaut. No, I I let you read William Saire
(e of my favorites when ho writes about language
usage) or Mike Royko for that.

This may put me in a real jam when news is slow
or if I don't hear from our readers, But that's okay.

Call it Catch 22, or call it the Chigger Patch. Who
said rural life is easy?

instead of

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

the spirit and intent of CON
should be preserved

Health Care is big busi
ness. There very high
stakes involved. If we're not
careful, the publie inter
i1l be Tost in the heat
CON debate.

This year, Kentuckians
wil spend biflons of dollars

B

 those people Melped

family in the brutal cold

urday, December 23rd. |

ress my deep ap

preciation to them and let
others knbw why

'We found o pay about $640 million for its

mers and mére than $1

billion as intermediary for

Medicare.

even one vehicle that woul

One way to help hold down
» physically challenged child bealth care expenses is
e 4 through the
d to gt to the Proc
Center in flaws
Carlisle o join with her staff the statue books to restrain
i distribating Christmas overbuilding, restrict exces
gifts for the 35 children in the $ive expenditures of facilitios
Nicholas County Head Start nd equipment, and prevent
e uncontrolled growth
AD. Payne was the first to __Even though more than
come to the rescue. No only 50,000 people are employed in
@id AD. drive Mary to the Kentucky’s health eare indus.
Community Center, he also try, and Humana has threat
took me to buy what I needed to #ned to move jobs to other
try to get an auto started states unless CON s re
CT. McFarland was the pealed. Employment is not the
et 10 be 50 helpful, Afler the heart of this issue, Nor is this
Head Start gifts had been dis. 158ue important because of
tributed, and we still had no dissgreements, between the
operable vehicle, C.T. drove for-profit Humana system
Iy wife home from the Com. And non-profit hospitals and
munity Center other providers. Differing
Later in the day, Charles opinions and frank discus
Ring showed the spirit that is sions are health ingredients
Christmas. While | was on of any societ
my way into Carlisle to pick  Will the public interest best
needed prescription be served by removing all
medicine, the one auto that controls and allowing unre
had been started chose to stop stricted growth and expansion
again, right in front of the sh- of hospital beds, expensive
eriff's house. Charles gave structures, and other ‘health
ride, and later care facilities? Or, is it in the
spending time out in the could _public interest to have controls
and getting my car running and planning that is open to
again-- he brought the car scrutin and debate.
Most Kentuckians are

Then, our du-uhl neighbor, alarmed at the rapidly rising

Billy Bromager
front of our house to ask what
he could do to help.

How can one express appre- Qur responsibility is to pay the
ciation for people like A.D., bills of our policyholders
CT., Charles and Billy? Without CON, we fear costs

T don't really know, but 1do will rise even more rapidly,
know that such caring and which becomes an added bur
helping is a large part of what. den to Kentuckians
Christnias ought to be.

ks, A.D., C.T.. We atBlue Cross and Blue

nd Billy, and Merry Shield know that the future of

mas! health care in Kentucky is
William D. Crawford vitally important. The elimi

(@illy Dale) nation of CON will fuel price

Editor: increases, making health

Many Kentuckians wonder care unaffordable to more and
what the Certificate of Need more Kentuckians

Therefore, we urge the Leg
islature o retain, yet improve,
e side is Humana the Certificate of Need pro
Inc. calling for repen of the coss
law in Kentucky. On the
vl hospitals from
throughout the state, profes.

Stephen Tlow

President
Blue Cross & Blue Shicld
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GENERAL NEWS
Visitor experience

y/Jot Spracing Photo

s 3 pair of bodts o Aber Vicoof Niholas

sles season went well this

Landflll f|re

Afie broke out at the N cember 21afler a dumpster appa

courty fireman and a bu! tingui blaze.

Cold causes.

Continued from 1
Hughe

n December 18, 25.year
sburg; died after he was found
December 19, two retir n : \ near-zero temperatures

pe
a gravel roud outside

were killed in a fire

officials said.

t week Information for this story
wax also obtained from the

Deputy Coroner Mike Swift
etims were enti. suid Maleolm E Head, 62, of ~Associated Press

Ritchie's Vacuum And
Sewing Center
ELLS

# Rental Shampooers and S
it | "We Fix'um
i the ambu All”
o hepe

29 South Walnut St. - Cynthiana
2342762

tly dumped burning
tashatthe ste. The cour ar mped 3,000 gallons of water on the fre, but it continued 1o
bum into the next day_ Fire Chiet 1 o5 52 10 l0xic Gases were released from the fira, Here, a

The Loi Krathong is a cel
bration Dr. Lean and
R

In this time-honored eus
tom, Keld on the day of the first
f n in November, the
o paper Mowers.

Alled Krathong
In the Krathong they place a
candle, a bit of fingernail and
alock of hair, Then they float
the Krathong out in the water

“Of all the ceremonies June
has described to us, this is one
we find very special® Dr
Riggs said

Since June has come here
1 have learned so much

help others. The Buddha peo-
ple seo i like our cross, it is
not God, Imln‘ymh.l of th
all”

that June has come to under.

stand Christmas is a celebra
tion of the birth of Jesus

Christr

because they hold this thin
over your head. I can't believe

that one. In my country, if
(isomeane tried to do thot, they
ovould be committed,” Tansui
Said

Best of Luck
To all who are young
in heart: warmest
New Year Greetings
for the best year ever.

Carlisle Cleaners
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Buffet

Ramada® Inn's Favorite!

FRIDAY NIGHT
#13.95

All You Care To Eatl 5:30 10 9:45 p.m.

RAMADA IN\J

per person

eservaiions Accept
Moody Dr. 3644

PEACEFLUL
NEW YEAR

City of Carlisle

289-5224

Rep. Adrian & Delma Arnold

arksville had fractured his
)

Deposit Bank of Carlisle
will be closed
Saturday, December 30, 1989

May thic New Foa be a holiday to remenber,
fitled with the charm of new-found higpe and
happiness. Our gratitude to the Kid] generous

peaple we serve.,

Your Nl Dor Nehtor”
i Deposit Bank Of Carlisie &




