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FOCUS

From Left Field
By
Josh Shepherd

Have you ever noticed the three most used
words on Christmas morning?

For most American children the gratitude
of Christmas morning has changed over to
the ingratitude of Christmas morning.

Those of us who are parents with older chil
dren and those with children still very young
and watched and listened while the merry
sounds of Christmas have turned into, “Is that
all?

t is indeed unfortunate we have seen this
happen . . . maybe to some degree allowed this
to happen, since for so many in the world De:
cember 25 is just another day.

Even for some practicing Christians while
the precious celebration of the Savior's birth is
recalled, the sharing is simply not possible be
cause of overwhelming poverty

In most of America, children in 1989 have
Christmas three or four times a year. In addi-
tion, a trip to the store will result in a new toy
or something more to add to a collection, al-
ready too full

This, in my opinion, tends to dilute the antic-
ipation of what Christmas morning used to
bring. Instead of having the biggest day of the
year - which had to last allyear - there is less
to wish for since the toy room is already full

Maybe we should put this all into a little per-
spective

Of course, from religious teachings, Christ-
mas was a time we received the greatest gift
of all. Some may not hold Christian beliefs, but
in reality there is a certain importance to the
season, which should never be forgotten

{And so, fur another week, thanks and thirty.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

(ext. 3358) to voice your opin-
jon. 1-800-882-1240.
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On behalf of the Christmas
Main Street P
anage. Board of Directors, we would
ment regalations have been like to thank everyone partic
romised for  yeor by the ipating and helping with the
Wilkinson Administration. Christmas activities and pa
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Carlisle, KY

Editor,

1 would like to comment on
the recent letter to the editor by
Mr. Tom Hensley. It
written and brought out some
good points

We are the only western

way well
Governor,

Car]
The driver involved was
John Farrow, 36, of Carlisle,
driving a 1978 Ford. ——
Graves charged Farrow [ otters to The Editor
.w"?..r:::'rm offense,and 00 1ri 0 Carlisle Mercury
rrow was turned over o P.O. Box 272
the Nicholas County Trans-  Carlisle, KY 40311
portation Officer.

Dr. Seuss is a legend 1 hope we leave behind
as an example of one of the very good things we
had in the twentieth century

Over this weekend .I chocked up my 25th
viewing of The Grinch Who Stole Christmas It
hasn't begun to lose its touch. Nor will it for a
Jong time. Strange as it may seem to some,
believe the Grinch is much a tradition to
Christmas than “Its A Wonderful Life"

But, then, just as the great filmmaker Frank
Capra, bolstered by a tremendous performance
from Jimmy Stewart, brought a timeless movie
to the screen, so too did the Grinch benefif from
the creative abilities of Dr. Seuss and Chuck
Jones, the animator who created Warner
Brothers' Bugs Bunny, Daffy Duck, Road-
Runner and the Coyote

Every ounce of the artistry at Jones' com-
mand made the Grinch Jones' crowning
achievement. And mixed with Boris Karloff's
voice, the combined effect has contributed a
character as recognized with Christmas as St
Nick

In many ways, though, the Grinch is also a
strong example of the way animation has de-
teriorated in the last twenty years

During the special, when the green demon
comes up with the” perfectly awful idea”, he
broadens his cheeks, his eyebrows draw and his
hair splits. Such subtle movements in an ani-
mated character indicate long hours of work
for even the most miniscule of movements
must be meticulously drawn. Notice when the
Grinch speaks, "1 must keep Christmas from
coming”, his mouth moves to the words.

It is rare these days to see cartoons made
with the kind of attention animating pioneers
put inio their work and Chuck Jones was one
of the best.

But with the Grinch, Jones had at least one
step in his advantage- Dr. Seuss.

Few children's writers have ever been as in-
ventive as Seuss nor nearly as universal. Wo-
ven in the fabric of what is ostensibly a chil-
drens story, powerful themes are expre: ed.

Merely read one of Seuss' more recent books,
The Butter Battle Book to see the depth of his
writing. The story concerns two groups of
“Whos” and their dispute over the correct side
one should spread butter on bread. It ends with
both sides poised between a wall with the
means to destroy one another in their hands.

In the Grinch, Seuss wishes all of us the spirit
of Christmas that does not come from a pack-
age, but from the heart.

Few Christmas stories, save Dicken's
Christmas Carol, convey a message &s hopeful
and indicative of the true spirit of Christmas.

GUESTE)ITORIALS FROM ACROSS KENTUCKY

Opinions are of respective publications.
The Winchester Sun:
of Kentucky's David Roselle is being
niversity of Delaware ax a presidential
Kentucky is providing few
reasons for Roselle to stick around

Siven the turmoil surrounding Kentucky's system of

% education, the negative atmosphere toward
increasing that funding and the questionable chance of
change in the near future, Réselle cannot be blamed for
being tempted.

entucky has been able to attract plenty of brilliant
educators. But it has not been able to keep them.
Academic leaders are cheap, or o it seems.

There are many reasons educators leave Kentucky
One lure that rarely plays a major role is personal
income  more money, but rather a chance at
making something happen unencumbered by budget
battles and political sniping that professional educators
want. That's something they don't find in Kentucky.

What's to be done?

The General Assembly simply must develop a funding
plan for Kentucky's education system that works. No
more gimmicks, no more quick fixes and no more pancls
to study this or that. Just a financially sound plan that
works, If it means new, or higher taxes - fine.

But a fresh influx of money isn't the only answer.
Kentucky must become a better, more attractive place for
top flight educators — from university presidents down to
classroom aides - to worl

Smaller classes, better
restraints; whatever it takes, it’s got to be done

David Roselles of the world are oo hard to come by
tolet them pass without a fight

cquipment, newer texts, fewer

The

The Richmond Register:

If the Larry Mahoney trial doesn't drive home the
dangers that drunk driving poses 10 innocent victims,
rathing will

Gt what.if your drunk driving doesn't result in
other's injury, or your own? It's worth noting the
financial strain thal drunk driving can put on the
perpetrator. Motorists convicted of X driving in
Kentucky lose much more than their licenses.

According to a study released by AAA Blue Grass
Kentucky, the average first offender can expect to spend
botween $2,437 and $5,237 in related charges.

or the purpose of comparison, AAA assumed the

erage auto premium is $500 annually. Once o driver
incurs a DUI conviction, insurance rates often double or
triple for the next three years.

The mandatory services fee provides funds which
support enforcement, treatment and the alcohol-drug
education program that those convicted of DUI must
atten

In addition, first offenders lose their licenses from a
minimum of 30 days (providing they complete an alcohol
education program) up to six months Gf they don't
complete the course) and may spend from two to 30 days
in jail. Both of these factors may result in loss of income
due to absence from employment.

“And that's just what we can put a price tag on. Human
life we can't

The Courier-Journal, Louisvill
Gov. Wallace Wilkinson must know that one of the chief
merits of language is clarity, ond tha
undermines clarity like unfamiliar words. Presumably,
that's what prompted him to gig Michacl Dukakis last
year, saying, "You know, back home, Bubba still thinks

nothing

we ought t speak English in this country.

As if to drive the governor's point home, state
environmental officials developed their own Exemplar of
Obfuscation (doubletalk). In the current issue of their
magazine, Land Air & Water, they attempt to hoodwink
the readers - and please the coal and utility industries -
by replacing data about the effects of acid rain with
gibberish about "atmospheric deposition.

lesson is clear: The Wilkinson administration
would like Bubba to accept the equation that Atmosp)
Deposition = Acid Rain. That's on a level
Residential Deprivation = Homelessness. Or how about
Air Pollution = Pneumatic EMuvium?
Last year, some state officials are said to have become
apoplectic when the secretary of the Natural Resources
nd Environmental Protection Cabinet acknowledged
arently they thought that was
too. 1t violates & Frankfort
rule: Coal = Political Primacy.
What state ental officials’ word games really
this: Talking around the problems that plague
the sf coal and utilities interests is more important
than talking straight to Bubba

Social Security
Administration

Question: My husband is
perman:
.

Your benefit might
duced; however, under some
circumstances it might even

all Social Security and
explain your particular situ.
ation

Someone there will evalu
decide how
your payment amount will be
affected

2 daughter ealled
us the other day and said she
is sepafating from her hus.
band and wants to live with us
temporarily while she is ad.
to the demands of her

ate your case and

‘She has a 3 year old son but
is working and receives a
modest salary. She wants to
pay her own and her sons’ ex
penses and does not want to

on: I had o pay taxes
on part of my Social Security
benefits this year, since my
wife and | had a combined
income over 32,000, 1 want to
impose a burden upon us, know what happens to the
since she knows how things pay on my Social
for us here. Security benefits?

My only concern is that _ Anmswer: A good question
Social Security will reduce The taxes you pay on your So-
our SSI payment because she cial Security income is fun.
s living with us. Will this neled to the Social Se-
happen? , rather than

nswer: Any change in into general rovenues. This

the number of persons living means that the money will be

in the houschold of an SSI re- used to strengthen Social Se

cipie curity and ultimately go to
pay future benefits

GENERAL NEWS _

Elder resigns

Continued from Page 1 Nichola
Board Attorney Billy Hopkins
said if the situation had re

slted in an accident, then &

the person driving hicle
could have been brought

Nicholas County High

am has

to participate

Invitational

hiele to make the climb would
Elder

have been sent over
sald

Need admitted

tax exemption on advertising
and other services and elimi
Tov. nation of the eurrent law that
son says he allows federal income L
recognizes the state be deducted from state income
more money o carry out ita taxes
responsibility and he
likely support measures to
raise that mon
But he still opposes any tax

Academic ament

will
Wilkinson also said he

insen said diondey SSToAN) T
g oy L8 esvatedi T parerns
el o A oot e Bl oo
D oo iay et Ghanyse o el
sty ot
Wilinson ealed theve ez
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The governor

The issue of ta

only be dealt with during the

coming regular session of the

d. Thus, if the legis

not take up the

topic of education reform in

the regular session, taxes will

not be on the call for any spe
said during ® news confer. Gl session

s No one belleves that we ean

address the issue of taxes
twice and we are to ad.
dress that issue in the regular
Wilkinson said

Despite that, Wilkinson said
he may al

Kentucky's income tax code to
the federal code, & move h
has said repeatedy in the past

also agree to conform

That position may dismay
some legislators, who hope to
be able to put off any vote on
tax matters until after the
May primary election next
year

T withhold the decision on

conformity,” he sai
Ariong thé thost substantial
ta

Wilkinson also declined to
give any estimate of how
much money he might be
willing to raise through tax
measures. “We are first go
ing to determine what is
needed,” he said

tial utilities and prescription
dicine. Wilkinson abso
lutely ruled out any change in
those three exemptions.
Others that could be fair
game would include the sales
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n saveral calls and successh engioy-
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Put Classlfieds to Work For You

! aca

2 AULEAACAMEALLOMEAMCNNCDCALL
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in the Spring. As Head Coach
Miller re
1250

srganizations and provide teacher's aide,

ember 20,

Kathy Green, sponsor for effective De-

the acedemic team, eaid 9 8 minor sport

an additional

transportation for students ¢
the dinners

Nicholas County was invited

becaase of its position as one
 the top 20 aeade

in Kentueky
Eight

pate on

Pikeville

SEND A HAPPY
HOLIDAY BASKET.

Gave permission to the
Nicholas County 4-H eouncil
1o use the high school for the
A

mic Lear fourth grade to

denta will partich

Accepted the repla

bleachers at the High
Football Field
Accepted
den's

January 56

ted the board
nses for three

Greena requ given by local churches and

Text of Elder's Letter

Decomber 11, 1989

. resignation

v 0 Priday evening

house the students as well as
Bill Guthrie, elementary
school academic

Charles Canupp,

at a total cost of $14

board spproved the request Nicholas County Board of Education
395 West Main

Five new typewriters will . |Carlisle, KY 40311

be purchased for the high

Just call or visit us
today to send the
FTD* Holiday
Basket™ Bouquet
$20.00 & Up

We make Christmas
Bouguets from $10.00
and up.

Our Poinsettias are
grown in Carlisle, by
Nicholas Countians
and we will guaraniee
they are of the finest
grown anyplace.

We have an assort
ment of wreaths and
Christmas greenery for
any occasion.

You are welcome
here even if you only
come in and look. We
are proud to show our
arrangements  and
plants.

& Small's
Greenhouses

school typing class. The re.
quest had been tabled last
board meeting because Board

James Anderson

Members of the Board

| hereby resign as Superintendent of the Nicholas
County Schools effective June 30, 1990. | do interid to
Keop my toacher tenure and expect a position for the
1990-91 school year.

| have been Superintendent of Schools in Nicholas
County for the past sixteen years. | have always put
the children of this county first. Under my tenure, the
system continues 1o operdte in the black, the 1986
Kentucky Department of Education Accreditation
Report indicates we are providing a sound educational
program conducive 1o learning, the State Facility
Survey reports we are in excellent condition, and we
have a teaching staff that turns out excelient, quality
students. All of these reports are indicators that |, as
Superintendent, am parforming my job well

I have reached the point I simply cannot endure the
pettiness of some of our school board membars and
the vocal element in our community, which focuses on
personal concarns rather than what is best fot the sys-
tem as a whole.

When the Board of Education’s priorities become
parsonalized, the Board becomes ineffective and the
Superintendent loses the ability to build and create.

ncerely,
s/s-Doneld G.-Elder!
Donald G. Elder, Superintendent

Chairman

school
the purchase of five 1BM
Wheelwriter 11 typewriters to
be purchased at a total cost of
$2,195.
According to Elder, the
state has approved the use of
retread tires on school buses
d asked the board if it
would want to purchase some
re-treads to be used on local
town routes and spare buses
Board Herbert
Duncan said the retread
were fine for short trips, but h
snid buses with retreads
should not be used on longer

bus routes or for long trips
The board agreed to purchase
& fow o be used
In other
board
15 requesting bids for food

business, the

products for the next quarter.

dded Kimberly Martin's Nicholas County Schools.

substitute
teacher's list. All voted save
David Smoot who abstained

name to the

because of o family relation.
ship with Martin

Hired Clarence Chip
Miller as Head Coach of the
Nicholas County Track Team

Christmas Ehe Special
Turkey and Dressing

or Baked Ham

$525

mond Earrings

BroccollCasserole, Green Beans

Homemade Rolls or Combread

E Baked Apples.Mashed Potatoes
ristmas Items E
B

Patch
Cariso 2695108
epm

e

A good bank!
"9 ront door.”
The sty of your

IT'S YOUR
BUSINESS

Success of 8 business

by 1 hnd ofreatorato you ha
atorment 1 8 bark 12 make but € haggens 1

Wisto have

= |

o w3 bark. Thats Qb

busriens coukd very wel bo

|08 O ey
’[fm/l,é;/q/ M&FM/
[ Deposit Bank Of

Saturday — December 23
Pepper Steak, cnoico of Two vegetabies
$425 Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans)

Mixed Vegetables, Corn Pudding,
Homemade Rolls or Cornbread

EDDIE'S FAMILY BRESTAURANT
MAIN STREET - CARLISLE, KY
6G06-289-2864

i’

Carlisle &




