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FOCUS

From Left Field
By

Josh Shepherd

“Barvng Wi oty bn 1967
i~/ Phone 606-289-2464

One thing 1 have discovered abott typical
football watching couch potatoes, through
many long hours of impartial, soeiological
research among them, is the team dynamics
that make up a typical Sunday or Monday
night gathering

Its pre-season time in the NFL and thanks
to ESPN's coverage, football season is ex
tended just a few weeks longer.

Though these games mean little to the
teams awaiting regular season play, fans
are viewing them like the real thing and the
disputes among these semi-professional an-
nouncers make the commentary jabs on
Monday night seem almost complimentary.

Chicago and Kansas City faced off on an
old 24-inch Zenith color screen Sunday
night while a capacity crowd squeezed
themselves a space in a small apartment
living room in Lexington.

As three bags of Grippos sour cream and
onion slowly passed hand to hand around
the room, football debate, commentary and
the play-by-play were announced simulta-
negusly for the crowd's benefit

The rules of home spectator football con
troversies and debate are simple

To win an argument over a controversial
play or penalty call on the field depends
more on the strength of the diaphragm than
an actual, learned perception of the game

The home play-by-play announcer, a re-
quired component, is largely ignored unless
a truly incredible play is on the screen Itis
then the announcer's job to let out his old
football war-whoop which will immediately
dbaw eVeryorié's atténtion to the screen

ut in the meantime, whether it is a de-
bate on Chicago's chances to getin the play:
offs without Jim McMahon, or the history of
Kansas City against Lombardi's Green Bay
Packers in the first Super Bowls, or which
light beer commercial was most effective,
cveryone has an opinion to make and, it
seems, they all must be made at the same

time.
"Hey, look, McMahon went Hollywood on

the Bears and Ditka doesn't need that on his
. But, the Chargers are in California
anyway and, well, I think they look for that
inaQB

But look at his record, dude. He's got'a
right to be cocky. And all those commercials,
I say if the dude is hot and he has a cha
for some big money on the side, he should go
for it.” one fan says with a shrug.

'Well all I've got to say is it doesn't seem
like Chicago is going to miss him much
Tomezack's the man, y'know? He'd play
with a broken leg if theyd let him

“Oh yeah, right!" one replies as potato chip
crumbs settle on his shirt,"Like he's that
dedicated.

"UH OH, ITS A BLI comes the hue
and cry from the play-by-play man sitting
s than a foot from the scréen.
eyes turn toward the screen’
as the Chief's qua i
open man and hurls a bomb into the end
zone

he room goes wild!
Penalty! penalty! the g 1
HE'S UP, Man, HE'S GOING
IT AWAY.

NO HANDS, NO HANDS

The receiver sails above the Chicago sec-
ondary man and makes the catch between
the safety's hands and 1l in hand, bowled
over the defender’s back

Cheers from all factions inside the apart-
ment ri foming crescendo and die
down as the res | history expert
rattles off a summary of the receiver
record all the way back to his freshman y

b

-
in college, including the amount of his pro-

fessional contract

and his current marital status.

Meanwhile the game fades off the screen
and Bob Eucher takes over.

“These chips are stale.” one Chica
s
Yeah," comes the reply,”they use to bake
them, but now I think they fry them in veg-
etable oil.”

Yeah, they don't last as long, maybe, but T
think they're better than they used to be.”

"No way man, I used to think so but 1
heard..

And the debates rage on until play re-
sumes.

o fan
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Choosing - A tough choice!
Your time will come next March

The changeover from the type of
ve now to the
ervice available

W phone service w

most up-to-date

South Central Bell, next March,
will force a choice.

Notonly will South Central Be 11 be offering its
services(at an additional cost of course) butlong
distance vendors such as Sprint, AT nd all
of the others will be fighting for business within
the Carlisle exchange

Each will probably tell you how much better -
and cheaper - the service offered is over the
competition, but there are se: eral fa
must be considered. No amount of national
advertising with big names can alter the facts

LT has been the only vendor avail
ablein Carlislesince Belland AT:
several years ago, it has operated much like any
monopoly does.
ge for a call appears on your phone
bill, you pretty much have to pay for it

If you call an AT&T personal representative
you will hear things like:
ou sure YOU didn't make the call?= "
call appears on your bill, then you
must have made it! ="

= “'m sorry, but there is no way we can credit
the call off your bill, because it had to be made
from your home phone. "

We were on vacation.

Some similar responses have been cast out
when dealing with South Central Bell (SCB).
sven after makingarrangements with SCB to
charges placed on the bill all at
'RE GOING TO TURN YOUR

FF” note appeared in the mail.
= “You will not receive another written notice
nd you will not be called, " are two of the
favorite sayings from SCB, when you are unfor-
tunate enough to rect ve a delinquent note from
them
Now I will admit, once you call back, ar-

Editor: representative of U.S. Sena
On 16 August 1989 at tor’s office.
Nicholas County Courthouse, _ This type of action in our
Senator Mitch McConnells™ community cannot and must
field representative, Pat not be tolerated whether we
Allen, from Lexington office concur with their party ties,
was present to meet with peo- their ideals, their philoscphy,
16 who were concerned about or not, our future, etc, is con
fur government, our state and _ trolled from feds to our elected
county government and etc.  officials
There were four citizens, 1 hope that the people of this
one of which was the Mercury community by their votes will
editor present. “start correcting this type of
Not one elected official action be demanding better
from county government or qualified officials and that
int was present, our elected representative at
not even a repres least perform in a profes
cither local governing bodies sional manner.
were.present. On_ behalf of people of
"This in itself was very em- Nicholas County 1 apologize to
barrassing, but o top it off at Mrs. Pat Allen for this event
exactly 5 p.m., Mrs. Shirley and ask that she not form a
Gardner, of the county judge's negative opinion of us, that the
office informed us that we had majority of the people of.
10 leave, that they had to close. Nicholas County are out-
1 couldn't believe that our standing individuals and are
would or could willing to wark with the pro
gram presented by Senator
‘act such s this especially to 8 Mitch McConnell's office.
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ChardesA.Gales | am a Nicholas County
319 8ycamore  Employee
Carlisle, KY e

Editor: Carlisle
‘We hear a lot about U. . 68 "
not passing through Carlisle, tly 1 was told about &
mostly business people. Let’s local cancer fund that is in
Took and see what has hap:  our county Lo help peogle in our
pened along heavy traveled  county with cancer medicine.
routes like U. . 68, This scems like a very
They build bypasses, for good fund to have because
example Georgetown, Ohio,  cancef is a disease that takes
Ripley, Ohio, and Maysville, a lot of money
Kentucky to name a few. Why is there not more in.
‘As we know bypasses ere  formatior

bout this fund?

ate new places of business in  I've never seen anything
dirdet competition to down- in our esteemed paper and
town pusiness. Most of these think this would be an im.
downtywns have the same  portant community issue.
problefn as Carlisle. 1 don't  Please print any informa
think [U. 5. 68 hold the an-  tion you might have to help us
swers know more about this good
Charles Fay  fun

Carlisle,KY 1 do not have cancer but 1
would like to contribute o it
for my friends. Please gt our
community some more in
formation.
Diane Whitlch Spencer

Editor;

1 would like to make the
following. comment on “G. C
Says", August 24, 1989 in the
Mercury. This was taken  Note: A story on the found.
from my Sunday School {ngof thiafund was published
lesson this weekend and | {n1987. No updates on dona-
thought it ate.  yions ™

The ~question  Was  jeon provided to the newspa-

per.

asked, How far may a person
£ to attain a desired goal?
and then a politician was
given as an cxample with the
following observation.
“Politicians are noted for
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their natural ability to make P.0. Box 272
the facts of a situation support | Carlisle, KY 40311
their own desi £ 5

At times, of course, in their . Deadline
desire to win the most votes, 5 p.m. Friday
some politicians stretch the Prior to

Publication

facts beyond the breaking
point.*

can be made with SCB, toallow the
payments, but wh: hould a second call have to
be made when it was not your fault, in the first
place?

SCB is certainly more service oriented than
AT&T, at least in my experience.

Call AT&T and ask to speak to a supervisor
when YOUR customer service repre entative
can't give you any reasonable satisfaction - go

ahead.

It's not a pretty site. No it isn't.

It's almost like you're lying - even if you're not.
It's apparent some people will do anything to
beat the phone companic SCB and AT&T) out
of charge

You see, the way it works now is SCB bills you
for long distance calls placed through AT&T.

It's my understanding that won't be forever,
but it is now.

Also, if you have a rental program for your
telephone through AT&T, you will receive a
separate bill for that rental service.

AsIcan tellit’s all a mess. The prict s for all of
this keep going up, while service goes down.

SO, when you have the choice - AT&T or
another, make your first question:

=“How good is your service goingtobeif some-
thing goes wrong? ="

If you don't you certainly may be the loser.

= And so, for another weck, thanks and
thirty= .

Lawrénee, Lexington; Twe o
rs, Mrs. Hazel Moore, Carlisle
and Mrs. Etta Le

tory
Casketbearers were Billy
House, Roy Dotson, Dan R. Pe-

etary
Gaunce Puners]
charge of arrange
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was depliyed and different

Indians waited

around the area like the hu.
mid hazes we see around
Carlisle,” Bell said

They visited the Devil's
Tower and Mt Rushmore,

motoreycles. Some

othet sights, but Beli

said the one thi ¢ will

cause the mechanics know

aick in her memory most was
Hondas and the tires and 4

the Harley Davidson rally in
Spearfish, Sou

to meet people
from all across the United

re are some groups
there and stay pretty

and and 1 don't want ta do
that 1 get the biggest kick out
of mesting people from %0
orany, SiTarant walks o fe, ““*Goma pesple had their
but we have this thing, our  Harley's shipped across the
rantaeyelen, thet bind s 1o Datry Trom Howalt and the
getber. Even if it's just for  Aglantic from Europe just to
B R s B  paiecas otk ol

Bell and her husband “When my husband and 1|
stayed with a 60-year-old (ake our vacation next year, |
woman they had met durin want to be sure and attend the
their travels In Europe iyl e gehend
yoar Decaute it wil he its 50t an

‘She was a dear woman.  niversary. Malcolm Forbes,
We aal wé would stop 1o vitil_publisher of Forbes magazine
Mo hen, wo came to Wiscon:  has his own Harley and
S and she told us we would  cause it going to be a special
ay with her while we were  event, we might even find
Atended the raly Him there

e O ar br aicldvion  Erhay slio had ena of the
our cycles and it was like she  best submarine sandwiches |
e 0.yoar-old. She ever ate: Bell sald

whs s0 excited after her ride  The Bells weren't without
the spent the next day calling  problems on their vacation.
her friends o tell them about Though the weather stayed
it,” Bell said fair, save for high winds
During the rally, the Bells  blowing across the Badlands
a side trek 100 miles  of Nebraska that forced them
to lowa to see the In-  to ride at an angle, they had &
M little trouble getting hotel
From the ground these In-  rooms to spend the n
dian burial mounds just look “Some people seem to have
oddly shaped. But the mounds  the impression, or rather, &
are nctually mate in the  stereotype of people on motor.
Chape of animals with their cycles, as if every cyclist is a
Tootprints behind them. Their  wild one looking for trouble.
shape becomies clear when There were times when my
they're scen from the air. You  husband and | would approach
can tell what they are because a hotel and suddenly the No
the Indians outlined them  Vacancy light would turn on.
almost to be seen from the 1 think because we both ride
sky our own motoreycles, people
“Fm not sure of the reason d don't think we are
the mounds were built as they @ couple but rather two men
, but it was very interest-  because most times, coupl®s
ing to see that part of this  ride on one bike.
country's history. “But 1 think motoreyeling

That was how we visited is coming back. I'm seei
most places. We would just “more and more people riding
see a sign and go. svery year.

People talk about getting  “As far as a preference, |
out of this country to see like riding in a car as much
but | don't think they  as o motorcycle. But, you have

hat they could see  to be more alert on a bike. You
cannot allow yourself to be-
come careless because even &
small wreck can be serious

t 1 can ride along

and roads and
the Battle of Little Big Horn.  have the time to just think. In
She said the battlefield was a car, it seoms you have to
ot quite the way she imag-  keep talking all the time.
ined it “In all we travelled to 14

“From the pictures I've  gtates besides Kentucky. We
seen depicting the battle, | was even got lost on this old coun-
expecting to find & small bat try road and ended up about 30
¢ where the Indians r
surrounded the soldiers. But  without re
the battleground actually  For being a grandmother, it
strotches about four miles was wild experience,” Dell
across, places where infantry  said

i e 5
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Monuments, Markers,
Flower Vases, Cemetery
Letiering Services
Contact: John Frederick
or Ronnie Clark at the
Carlisle Cemetery,
Phone 289-7387,

el : ”
U fon Nbights s Prinds

John, 289-2106,
Ronnie, 289-798). L

o

Deposit Bank Of Carlisle 8

REST - This Labor Day
with La-Z-Boy Recliners
from Garrett's Furniture

w Quality
@ Dependability
w Value
@ Genuine
La-Z-Boy
Holiday
Savings
at
@ Garrett's
Furnitur

For Your
REST Day
Holiday

List Price459%
REST DAY
PRICED

$349°°

90 Days Same As Cash - Fi i ilable With App d Credit

Garrett's Furniture

606-289-2308
Sat. 8:30 - 5 p.m.

222 W. Main - Carlisle
Hrs.: Monday - Friday 8:30 - 6:00




