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From Left Field |
By >
Josh Shepherd |

lives have also come under close scrutiny,

which may be undue

The general complaint most political ana-
lysts have of modern political campaigns is
that the emphasis is no longer involved with

issues, but image. I think one major reason

Interesting words at the dedication of the
Worthington Center, the new Multi-Pur
pose building at Blue Licks State Park

After Representative Pete Worthington
finished making his comments on his plans
for future development of Blue Licks, Helen
Combs, ex-wife of former governor Bert
Combs, had some very stirring comments
concerning education, the importance of
small school education, and Pete Worthing

's work on the education committec

However, though her speech was primar-
with student discipline in edu-
ainst county consolida-
very interesting state-

ily conicerned
cation and a push ag
tion, she made one
nt
he said Governor Wallace Wilkinson has
received undue criticism because he has not
Jearned how to manipulate the media
Now, I am not launching an attack on her
opinions. To be honest, I agreed with many of
the things she said, and I really attribute her
statement on the current relationship be-
tween the media and Wilkinson as a spur of
the moment, poor choice of words
The press is not an instrument to be ma-
nipulated. If officials at any level of govern-
as a personal public
find, themselves very

ment perceive the pres
hairdresser, they will
mistaken.

As far as government is concerned, the
press is an indispensable disseminator of in-
formation between it and the people. That is
why-the press must be, in part, an unbiased
reporter of events and issues and an edu-
cated critic of government legislation on its
own merits,

It is up to the reader to take this informa-
tion and develop an opinion once the facts
are laid out .

realize in this is a very
utopian way of viewing the relationship of
press to government, but unlike many other
utopian ideals, I do not think it is impossible
for press and government not to be on good
terms.

However, it is clear that today the
relationship between press and politics has
becbme extremely adversarial

But why does this relationship exist? Cer-
tainly, the press has always had a certain
bent toward controversy and criticism, but
that is part of the job of the pres Without
the guarantees of the first amendment, the
New York Times could not have attacked
Tammany controlled New York City during
the Thirties, the Washington Post would not
have uncovered the Watergate scandal.

But there was a time, not too long ago,
when the press enjoyed a certain personal
closeness to political officials

However, it is obvious that relationship has
changed.

Due to many factors, namely the growing
competition between news media to uncover
the exclusive "big story”, legislators and gov-
ernment leaders have been forced to regard
the press with a justified sense of paranoia.

Though their political stands on issues are
subject to open criticism, a necessary and

acceptable media practice, their personal

some ways
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for this emph is because there are jour-
nalists who seem more interested in uncov-
ering a candidate's past extra-marital af
fairs than reporting a candidate’s position on
issues. Of course, the press is only partially at
fault. They report what a candidate says
and if the candidate wants to embroil a
campaign in moral mudslinging, then the
press has no choice but to report how a cam.
paign leads.

But it seems political officials have some
difficulty treating the press in its lofty posi-
tion as "the fourth estate” because of a rise in
a subtle brand of yellow journalism that tries
to pass itself off as muckraking

Take, for instance, the recent reports abiout
the Deming High School closing,

Deming superintendent John Smith listed
several options the Deming school board had
to resolve a financial deficit, among them the
closing of Deming High School. The Ken-
tucky Post said in its headline and lead that
the superintendent is considering closing the
school, which was true. But Smith's state-
ment was taken entirely out of context

Somewhere in the middle of the story the
reporter got around to saying that closing
was one of a list of options, but not before it
implied that Smith considered closing as the
only way out of Deming’s financial difficul-
ties.

One suggestion 1 would make to the Post
reporter is to return to school because she
obviously skipped the class on journalistic
ethics.

It is one thing to report that Smith listed
closing as an option and another thing en-
tirely to use one brief statement out of con-
text for obvious shock effect and a page one
by-line. /

It is no wonder officials are apprehensive if
they have to worry that any one thing they
say can be subtly twisted or if their personal
lives become of more importance to news
than their political stands.

The media has an obligation to cover
political leaders’ work in office and to make
a critical evaluation of that stand in order for
the people to be more completely informed.

To fully recognize this obligation, officials
must try to not view the press as an instru-
ment to manipulate for their own political
benefit. .

And the press must recognize its
boundaries and, to maintain its own credi-
bility, to disseminate information accurately,

to lead with the most important thing the
official said but not to exaggerate it to a point
that truth becomes a misstatement. -

Until Next Week..
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Show a little pride, Friday

Nicholas County's football contingent will
open its home season Friday night as the Blue
jackets open their 1989 home season

The Jackets, although off to a tough start
with the loss to Fleming County, certainly de-
serve your support Friday night

It's everyone's responsibility to support the
local teams whenever they play

This school system and the teams,it fields
represent the entire county and it's a shame
when they have to take the field at home and
the visiting crowd is larger than the home crowd

To put things in proper perspective, it is cer
tainly nicer to win than to lose, but it is still the
county's team.

Of course, one of the biggest changes is the
lack of support from the student body at NCHS
and NCES.

Decades ago when | was in high school ball
gafnes were the social event of the week. If you
were lucky, during basketball season there
would be two or once in a while three home
games in a week

We had 3000-4000 people for home football
games and 1800-2500 for home basketball
games.

Centainly the high school was larger, but the
representative number of those attending ver-
sus the number of people attending the school
system is much larger than at events here.

Why is it, if a team is winning, there are more
reasons to go 1o a game?

If a team is losing do the players play at any
less intensity? Do the coaches work any less?

No, of course not, but for some reason, the
support seems to fall off

Let's fill up the stands, Friday night, when
East Carter comes 1o town.

There is no reason in the world for the visitors
to have any better representation than Nicholas
County.

The band will be taking the field for the first ~

time this season - the players have a game un
der their belt - and although East Carter is a AA
team, there's no reason why Nicholas
Countians shouldn't turn out in record numbers
to back the local team.

Kickoff is 8 p.m

And so, for another week, thanks

and thirty.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

well with any other or.
zation, public or private.
Thirdly, what would ap
pointment mean to you, the
taxpayer? It would mean that
you have one less voice in lo

Editor:
Recently there have been
Joveral articles published re
e appointment of

lstrators (PVA)

Kentucky. I would hope that as
people form their opinions on
this matter they would con
sider the following points. from y

p appointed PVA might not be as
interested in your opinion

nowing that the way you are
treated doesn't affect his / her
employment.

The PVA's are very inter-
ested in education in Ken-
tucky as well as we all should
arcels scll. be. We are an important part
Also, the Revenue Cabinet of the education system. We
provide a certified tax base so
all taxing districts are able to
set rates that provide for their
needs.

Tappreciate the opportunity
to present my thoughts on &
very important issue that af-
fects all Kentuckians.

Sincerely,
Melvin D. Hicklin,
Hopkins County P.VA.

Revenue Cabinet constantly
monitors sales of property
d

Hevenue Cabinet as they cer-
tify our tax rolls as accept-

Secondly, any organiza-
tion will have some o a better
job than others. I feel that the
PVA's as o group will com-

Eelioe be replaced quickly and eas
the ap

operty Valua
trators (PVA).
do not think it would be in the
best interest of Nicholas
County residents, or residents
anywhere in the state of Ken.
tucky, to have the P.V.A. ap
pointed

First, there is always the
statement. that appointment
would take politics out of the
P.V.A. office. Who is fooled
by that comment? At the pre-

T am held account-
‘my actions by the
and taxpayers
Nicholas County. try to do an
honest, fair, and equitable job
in valuing property.

11 were appointed, 1 would
be held accountable to the gov-
ernor or his committee who
appointed me. This would
mean that regardless of my
training or knowledge of
Nicholas County real estate, |
would be forced to value prop
erty as the Revenue Cabinet
required. If 1 did not, I could

Secondly, the taxpayers i
the state are protected to some
degree by House Bill #44
which places restrictions on

sing taxes without being

able for the use of the

all over
Kentucky support HBA4. 1f |
ted, | could not af.
ford to voice my opinion when
this bill comes up for changes
that would be harmful the tax.
payers of Nicholas County.
1feel the present system of
clecting P.V.A
“quate. 1f the
P.V.As is taken out of local
control, which office is next?
hope when thi
comes before the legislature
that the people of Kentucky
will lot their legislators know
how they feel about appoint-
ment.
Sincerely,
Rose Brady, P.V.A.
Nicholas County
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k 1 for the ribbon
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th potential i
will be felt for
Lida Utkov said, "My fam

McConnell'

Continued from Page 1
cannot perform well as stu
dents
le is striving to keep
Breakfast programs “in
chools so all children have
an opportunity to have a good
morning breakfast
tarted in school,” Allen said
c ning  Kentucky's
my, Allen said there are

attractive state and the tourist

trade in Kentucky, the state's

third largest industry, has
to grow

« Kentu eco.

nomie future is bright,” Allen
President

Jarlisle Mayor Lee Bentz, center, talked with state
representatives Adrian Arnold (left) and Pete Wor-
thington at the Blue Licks State Park celebration,
Iast week. - Pam Bowles Photo

 the Wor

good in poli

i, dedicated

1o get the job

sy not be the
¢ one of the

Tourism De gton said, °1 feel &
ssioner, lot of hun day, but | did
f effort into the

h a strong team.

s representative ...

One of McConnell's
biggest concerns are on Tort
reforms, Allen said

Tort reforms concern the

claim to be the environmental

president can mean in
creased success in
industry b
duction and
dards.

There is
between western
Kentucky coal companies be
cause eastern Kent

stan. restriction of frivolous law

quality
suits from

riving in federal
conflier or o

nd epstern

There have been 50 many
lawsuits filed because people
a product then bring
has higher sulfur cor
western ¢
“It will mean that eastern ©
companies will have to invest tinuously being filed, insur
ance rates escalate bey

more to upgrade their ability
people’s ability to afford the

lower their sulfur
emissions, but by complyin
federal
sulfur emissions

ction.
Where this is most seri
pusly prevalent is in the med
Jong range economic success, ical field. Small hospitals
K et tands to benent cannot afford the insurance
Quite a bit they need to provide obsteptric
care as well

with standards of

terms of

as other needed
services because of the cost
risk involved
McConnell realizes some
@ people have o
sue some companies, but be.
many more
rts to become

It costs taxpayers too much

working to find a way fo

these complaints to be settled

somewhere besides local or

federal court,” All

Allen, defending  Mc

Connell's proposed measures

to allow federal drug en.

forcement agents 1o force sus

S pected drug smugglers down

A from the air, said MeConnell
believes the United Sta

war against

said

Larry

suspected drug runners inthe
Gulf.

Drug enforcement agents
will not use gunfire unless all
ther methods to force a plane
down have: been blatantly

“When you @0 your checking and saving with Us, i he1ps You when you want 10 got & foan.”

WHAT

Every once in awhila someone who does
their checking and saving business some-
where else wil come in o our bank wanting
10 borrow money.

When we ask them why they don't borrow
the monoy from the place whare they do
their banking, they sometimes get upset

It you were us woukin you do the same?
Our first priority is to take care of the finan
cial needs of our customers. That's just good
business. When you do your checking and
saving with us, it helps you when you want
10 get a loan.

Vo reading
 closing

ple Tike to play golf we instead
ing Pete Wor
addition a mission Lo see we
but also teach what it of the
books
ild 30 Then the

Worthington
aned with a rib-
mally of  Many other activities sur «
sk thuring the  Martinsville, Indiana with 16

membars.

the erowd ypd
had set up  Another group was the 71
he swimming - Regiment of Foot Fazier
y it was Highland out of Louisville
Daniel  Kentucky and this
first event

Many of the people

picting the w
during the time s was their

cene Boone.

White Hawk  Rifle

disregard figure if the
plane refuses to respond after
several  attempts
eral participated in the Battle

of Blue Licks re-enactment

On Saturday and Sunday
the 1782 Battle of Blue Licks
was re-enacted led by Daniel
Boone.

communicate with it have
hean tried, then it is probable
our suspicions

The unfortunate thing for

are correct

Kentucky is that it is designed  was a dropout of the 1800
to be an ec center and  French Indian War
has several interstate high.  These people are not al Boone lost his
show anything, the battlefield in 1782 durin
this battle

men traveled up th

i Tsrael on
Towed
which wasn't used during this
time period.

Collie and W.J. Alexander hill with guns and many were
and Benjamin Fredrick of killed on the field during the

battle.

The people re-enacted those
events for a large
spectators

Other events included

ways that connect it with sev
eral states where drugs can be
distributed
‘McConnell wants to send
smugglers u strong mes
they are not welcome hy ls0 members of
and this typs
step in doing Just that
Other areas McConnell i
warking on.
Improvem
and fresh water facilities
Develop the beef cattle in
dustry in Allen
Kentucky could become
e the major beef producing
states in the country

Carlisle are
e of mensure is & the White Hawks.

Alen crowd of

1 just
Washington
ty) and meet

nt of waste here or at our homes once a

Art. Exhibit
and Ann Albin, laying of the
th on the monument, and

n John Holder
Company out of Booneshoro
travels all across the United
g up in different

Kentucky

States setti & pig roast along with several
clubs with food booths.

places.

G.C. Says: ‘
The Chain of Blame,
Who's To Blame"?

I'd say. just about everyone in Carlisle and Nicholas County remembers
1hat G.C. (withmany other taxpayers) fought the passage of the 1987 Payroll
and Occupational Tax

At this time we were told by our county judge/executive, Judge Reese
Smoot. Quote from The Carlisle Mercury, “Passage of thistax lookslike our only
salvation fo offset our county’s loss of some $140,000 in Revenue Sharing
income.”

The way | (G.C.) read it in The Mercury of August 3rd, as of June 30th, 1989,
the payroll/occupational tax account shows an income balance of some

$325,000.00

and many. many, tax bills were not mailed out until August of 1989.

By the way. The Carlisle Mercury went on record in support of passage of
this tax, but called for strong fiscal restraint.

Recently. | appeared before the Nicholas County Fiscal Court, Tuesday
morming. August 15, and asked colinty judgé executive Reese Smoot why
ALL occupational tax bills (business profits 1ax) were not malled before the
due date (as stated on tax bills, April 15th, 1989).

Judge Smoot made no comment nor answer of reply fo my question. Tax
administrator, (appointed by the Fiscal Court | guess), Shirley Gardner
W Y

time schedule for (fax) notices

Businesses are nolified in December and the Due Date is April 15th, but
Farmers do not ré&eive the (tax) forms until March and thus, they have alater
due date. "We have not completely defermined who owes the occupa
tional (business profits) tax.

Look's like the chain of blame (as | understand it and reported in The
Mercury) has been placed on high school students working af the county
judge's office under a summer work program (funded. so | have been fold
Through the J.T.P.A. Fund) and not the J.T.P.A. program students as reported
| guess, who knows?

| suspected | was in frouble for @ valid answer when | was fold by the tax

TR

administrator quote, “You see, what you people don't understond is the
occupational (business profits) fax is stillin the planning stage.

Well, I hink lunderstand and I suspect alot of good folksin Nicholas County
understand.

And it came as a “shocker” when they received (many in duplicate)
occupationaltaxformsin August, stating actionon. in 10days of 15 days from
date of notice.

Tax forms they should have received in March (| guess), received in August
and I know one thing for sure (believe it or o), they didn't receive their tox
bills until after the May 23rd Primary Election. | know ifis for sure

The chain of Blame, Who? =

G.C. Myers
Carlisle, KY




