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Telephone

breakup anniversary

1t's been a year since the telephone
conpany was splt up, and here’s what there s
0 far o show for it: A great deal of consumer
confusion, Sccompanied by O crastin of »
boorming new nsultant ind
poorer. mrm tigated by all the fancy new
Eauipment avallable; sligntly lower  Jong
distance rates, but higher loc hat more
than make up for the difernce for most phone

"Aler one year, there's still nearly universal
telephone service in the country, but the trend is
away from that, with basicservice charges

have been no way around things like the new
access charge. Given the technology and the
competitive market that now exists, the biggest
lang-distance users and providers are capable of
simply bypassing local telephane networks. And
whenever it is cheaper per call for them to build
their own systems than .to pay the local
networks for use of local telephone lines, they
will. Once they do, the cost of local service will
have to 4o up, to cover the full expense of
maintaining local lines. The only way to prevent
o forestall that is to keep the price of long-
distance calls below the evel at which bypass
e sense — which mes the

rising. And the Federal C t
[ 0 just added to the increasing cost by
deciding 10 tack & $1 per month access charge
aato all telephone bills starting next June and &
$2 charge the year after

probably o one to blame for the
mess I’mluhl) it would have occurred
eventually in any case. Once the decision was
made to ullnw un lo compele in the

i (Im{uv of maintaining local lines. One way
or-the other, local customers would eventually
have to pay a greater access charge for
maintaining local lines.

Confusion was similarly unavoidable. As
5000 s there was competition, it was inevitable
there would be variety in both products and
services. As soon a3 there were competiors,

of hi
and how long would it nn- made sense to keep
AT&T or its competitors out of this field? — all
rest followed.

I AT&T was to compete fairly, it couldn't
be allowed to hold on to its vast monopoly profits
from basic telephone services, an advantage no
potential competitor could come near to
matching. And once AT&T's high-tech
equipment and long-distance businesses were
separated from its basic telephone business,
there was no way to maintain the subsidies for
basic servie tha those highproft businesses
used to prov

Thies wars probably better ways to phase
in these changes. But eventually there would

Mama! What’s he
doing with the hose?

Saturda, we were well aware
that water has it of freezing at 22 degrees,
but anything after the storm was worth a try,
and what with Joyce Kilmer's “Trees” floating
through my mind, “I think that I shall never see,
 poem as lovely as a tree,” which may not be a
good quote, but is the best that I can do this
week.

“This fool man stood with garden hose in hand
and shot water as high as the %0-year-old water
pipes would allow, first without the nazzle, then
after putting on an extra length of hose and
finding said nozzle, 1 used twohour's worth of
water.

If you are still puzzled, we were hoping to
save our “little” mignolia tree. (Elsewhere
either with this article o on the next page are

ictures.)

e ik tre, k8 et be Kentucky
cumm much less
laﬂbdnlmlmgm\htklm&lm
e of the house, For hree years i Just took up
space, practically dormant, not paying a bit of
attention to TLC or fertilizer. Then my better
half gave it a talking to — telling it o either get
with it or we'd chop it down.
of the pictures shows the little squirt
back in the 705 during its first icing. 1 know
there have been other pictures over the years,
but the site that greeted me Friday evening and
Saturday morning was a pitiful one.
When I had done all the leaves and limbs
that I could reach with the hase, I gathered up

§ them and coordinating between
umn ‘was bound to get complicated.

The benefit the general public is eventually
supposed to gain from all this is considerable
The new campetition is supposed o bring lower
costs, faster innovations, improved scnamic
growth and greater efficiency in
Bt H there are = cae yeer inko the proce -
precious few i) s that that's what's happening,

there's also precious little to be done about it
Other than lobbying for smoother transition
rules and for special programs o help poor
people as telephone costs rise, one can only wait
and hope that it will all turn out to have been
worth it.

MERCURY

VAPOURS

)
the plastic, tried to coll n resorted to just
hauling It back into the basement warmth for
later colling. On my way upstairs I noted fresh
water draining from the outside down past the
furnace (o the sump pump. Yes, I did use quite s
bit of water, And that not being sufficient, found
UL I had water-logged my watch. But that's a
job I won't attempt. 1 haven't gotten the first
clock I took apart back together again.
—MV—

We're a litle behind
with stencil updating

We had two long distance calls this
weekend asking what had happened 1o *
Mercury"?

2h

‘The first from Bethel, inquired about W.C.

Hammonds subscription which was p.nd

according to our records Nov. 23, 194 for
another year and which had not been updated
bt the address was correct. The other, H.D.
Barton, Flemingsburg, paid Nov. 5, 1964 and not
updated, but as far as we could tell the stencil
was in the proper tray, etc.

1 guess we'll have to go to computer labels
on the whole ball of wax. We're naw doing what
used o be Routes 1, 2, 3 and 4 with labels and
they are much neater and easier to read.

—MV—

Tosslag-out or First of the year
Cleanup, sans those resolutions

In a first of the year tossing-out, brought
about not by any New Year's

pis
TN rvepan i o oy o e

Agree or not
Leadership election to dominate
/eg/s/ature S present session
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s week since Dt s the i o gt all o the eports lgether o ere willng o pay for i Fram this
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Collins 1o call & special sessicn to e o i i 10
oups ernor has and ot by cenus coun
.u.«.u.."m,vp from tbose who sold  There werefour more stegs. The MFP

Mk e 15 was then s0d to the peaple, and the third
wasa step was to get pass
This happened in 1984, Next came

Brting the money, and the first real
money came in 194, bt the real money

The late Alen Troot, in the Frankfort
bureas o The Courier-Journa,
peobably did more than any oo¢
ciidua by

i 7

comemanities who bad key
ort.
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Something on your mind?
Welte o letter 1o the Mercury
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Many thanks to the Nicholas County

Thank you, Satne nd Sharcn Ml
e Carson

‘The Carliste Mercury:
We would like (o thank The Mercury
Salf for Usir coverage of the plans for
the Gospel Sing for Delma Livingood.
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The Spanish Inquistion lives

but now they operate it on a shoe string

oy o, Your Sparish brogans ta
o couple o Inches onge

. the dooe
el fot

tonsed arvand & number of

hee | have
table place. It

oukd saw he (hing i haif ant have two
h would

I can fust see myself wearing my fine black

tokgenr down o he pocan S e o 1 buses
Unose the sharpest shoes you ever saw’

i suy, 2o i hime cray bider

country road late ot

ice throagh the living room and dining
There be saw & parrot oo &

Subdery 8t Doberria wilhbared teth unped t i
The salestran backed against the wall with hands up high, as
the dog growled. Jumped about, showing his teett Meanwhile,

the parrok repeated, “Corme on i, come on in
Deathly afraid, the salesman said, “You blasted parre, (s
that all you can say —‘Come on n, corhe 0n 'Y

“The parrot sad, “Sic hin

R
Did you ever inherit somet ced, but ot quite in
the size'you ke, ks Andy Howel in the Paysn (Ariz)

‘Andy goes an to say: Recently | became the prood owner
o couch, because a friend moved out of town and left i with
There is nothing more cumplicated than trying to (it an
elght fook couch n a 7x7 lock room. Any matheratician could
Ve youthe results of that quest.
Now you may be saying.
lonel

here does this guy live?

Yes, my place s small n fact it i s0 smiall thatthe mice
are hunchback

n‘.,.x.mu everc "
T could 3t 1t on s s nest to

oot
options dict seemn apgeopeiate, o | had only

......y. e ol the walls (o my lace. Now | have o
Jone chair oo a couch Vi room and an
Hersgistus ex er: Lve sl (o | was
sk e 2y | o see the

You're going
ad you of one

thing. Every tine you mix a drink, give it y
i

Tightrope walker to nterviewer
0 my. mother's advice. She lways ok
Sraight and narron

Bhrector o wing tasing event &
ool winel b g oy % 1o
the il e

o oo promcer | do
wight, Harry. | have this v

you will get Into

ok | can go on
o 1 Naven boen bie

s ou ke, ur g bua

all of you consider
<h s 1 desperate
T the e

Bving coetenth ol 5
Bt o sl okl i
M—

Yg rews s st we bave ben aken ovr
o Ttk 1o s

at b getten
I Manima can g o9

4 the recipes
cler bscuts then ho v

ol
quests ek e wih byt
ane glitches and bauds and they wil leave you alo
enputers and il the stull that
wife Lold me to go o the K.
ust g0 o the computer

She i and grinned. “No, haney, | don't
she said “That's justthe way these fean
Oumard, upward

Mama! What’s with the hose?

Continued from page 2

the thought, if you havent had a use for it by
now, you probably never will

Gradually I'm creating more space to
accumulate more junk, but in the process |
came across a letter from J. Springer Robinson
of The Harlan Daily Enterprise dated May 19,
1968, a nicely printed piece of enamel stock for
framing, an excerpt from “Ravelings”, a
column by John L. Crawford, Corbin Times
‘Tribune bearing the date Monday, April 28, 1968,

As Mr. Robinson stated in his letter.
running a newapaper has its moments of
pleasure its moments of exasperation.
“Leave it out, please” is one of those moments
of exasperaton that happens tous ol This s a
trying time that calls upon all the attributes of a
publisher - .upl..um) firmness,integity and
seeming endless explas

Ravelings
by John L. Crawford
Corbin Times Tribune
Monday, April 2, 1968
OnLoaving i Out Of The Paper

Newspaper work, for the most part, is
pleasant. It offers an opportunity for service to
your community, and & means of Livelihood if
You work hard enough. It challenges you anew
each day, because each edition of the paper is a

esh chapter in the running history of mankind
1t\is, both creative and factual. It requires
craftsmanship of the highest order from every
member of the staff from both front office and
backshop. At the end of the day you can feel a
sense of satisfaction and accomplishment in the
knowledge that you have been a part of the force
that has created a living story from cold type
and a sheet of paper.

But there is one phase of newspaper work
that is a never-ending source of worry to me:
The news story that somebody wants us to hold
out of the paper. It may be a story about a
drunken driver who may lose his job, a married
man who has been caught in an unfavorable
situation with somebody else’s woman, a

respected citizen who has let his greed trap him
into dishon action, or any one of a hundred
sins that are common to frail mankind. Over
and over again, we have requests to leave this or
that story “out o the paper.” he good Lord
knows we' T lea ories out than
print them. Wi ll hk« to pnn( uulhmy. but *“good
news” every day of the year.

But what kind of a newspaper would that
be? And how true a mirror of uw M\' of the
‘community would it be? Becaus u know,
people are going to commit crimes as lum. as
they let the devil influence their live
crimes not recorded fairly and
Uhei Impact upon the people will be
alarming, because they will become inflated out
of proportion and rumors will run wild. Too, the
mere fact that reports of crime will be published
tends to discourage the act itself. Many an
individual has been kept from committing
crime because he d.ld nul want to be branded a
a criminal. The hun heart is a mysterious
ting, It harbors thoughts that cousd make
rnlmml\o!llwﬂulm ifleft without discipline.

You 100, that the best job of
reporting um the Mor]d has ever known is to be
found in the Bible. It gives facts and calls
names. It has no ed cows" within its
pages. Its great characters are praised for their
good deeds and condemned for their sins. 1t s a
perfect example of factual reporting, Any
individual desiring to be a newspaperman could
study with profit this angle of the Holy Writ...So
we come back to the problem of deciding what
to publish, and what not to publish, s

Trees take beating in ice storm, snow

Its first ldng

holf gave i a toking i

From above
hing down Saturday morming on o once prowd
00 30010 1 me i 0 meloncholic mood for

A good idea
for its time.
But isnt it
time you

TouchIone?

SCB Touch-Tone service can
put you in touch with a whole
new world of possibilities.

Telephone bankiny
tronic shopping
tion services directly through
your phone without adapters.
All you need is at least one
true tone-dialing Touch-Tone
phone.*

Get fast, convenient SCB
Touch-Tone service for
your home for only
il 50 a month.

nd save the
|nm||- Tone

connection
charge by order-
ing before Feb-
ruary 28th. For

M\"H 1776,
ext. 3.

ry 28 and sveSI750

newspaper. Our creed at the Ti
simpleane: 1t s a courtrecord,the people are
entitled to know it. We do not publish rumors,
gossip, petty items. We do not “blow up" crime
stories out of proportion to their importance. We
do not strive for sensationalism. We do not
crusade. We merely publish the news as
accurately and fairly as we can, human frailties
and errors considered; and leave the judging to
the courts.
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