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Strawberry
fields of shame

‘The figures shimmer in the heat. Backs bent
double, they stoop over rows of strawberries,
reaching beneath leaves for the ripe fruit
Painstakingly, they pick each berry and toss it in
& blue bax, move the carton, pick an A
woman in pink hoists her full carton onto her hip,
hurries down the row, stacks the carton and
hands & yellow card to‘a matron who punches a
holein it,the twelfth that day. “Ea, saque otra!

The farm workers are undocumented
Mexicans. The field lies behind a barbed wire
lun-andu eep ut” sgn, idden from the road

a ridge. A green privy and
s provide the only shade. on um of the hil
stands a pillared mansion,
s scene of poverty and affluence is not in a
Third World coutry. It is in San Diego Connty,
near Oceanside. The population of Oceanside is
2400, but during the summer Irullpicking

was sued. Now, many farmers forbid workers
from «.mmuw even sfacks crush a
cardboard bok under  tree and shiver in the cold
until exhaustion brings \hvp At dawn, they o
cans of beans bought a
Cantéen truck that s their only contact with the
outside world.

he canteen truck sells canned fish,
pop, tortillas The cunteen cash

soda

y will call an amb
medical care is non-existent. A
with hands staned  red

workets from

season, more than
migrate into the area ()n]) about half of them
will find work. They wander from field to field,
getting hired for a few days, or until a field is
picked, then move on. A g0od picker can eam
from $150 t0 $300 & week, more than he

ot in Mezico, Few Americans will 0o the
backbreaking work at minimum wages. But the
pressure of poverty in Mexico is 5o great that
young men g8 women leave their families in
pueblos, ride buses he Mexican deses
hire guides for $300 to unwm them across the
American border, get ‘and try again, and
head north to the fields.

The farmers need the labor as much as the
workers need the jobs. Lmmi n laws forbid
people without working papers from working in
America. They also forbid Americans from
harboring aliens. The laws are broken by both
Americans and aliens. But the Laws are also used
by the farm owners to employ the undocumented
workers without giving them health care or
shelter.

1t works like this: The farmer is not breakin
the law by hiring an alien, but he is breaking it m
giving him a place o sleep. So when wo
e Tarmer collects work shects and cuts off
connection to the workers. They seek shelter in

he fiel

The Border Patrol hunts for them, 5o they

draid 0 walk on the roads,or Lo buld a hut,
o light o cooking fire. Last year, It a pit
t caught on i aod e
I s bumed to death. The owner of the and

Guest Editorial

“Why do mc, st us 5o bad, ke
delinquents? We are working for the Americans
We come with hunger, use every Mexican
as elght o nine Ll creatures at home to feed,
The migra chises us with dogs. We're robbed by
bandits. The police want proven cases. It's clear
pwvlc don't g0 o the police.” Do you wani to

see where we live? There in the hills. Each tree is
ahouse. Waich out for the ratlemakes. Two men

led last year, A man afraid of snakes

slept ou st night. The patrol saw
Firm i the headlghts and took him away.” W
come here only to work and go home to Live

“The people with papers don't have to work. We
without papers, we do the work."

Fruit in a roadside stand is fresh and cheap.
Strawberries, 69 cents a box. The smel is sweet,
the odor of health. Suburbanites shop and drive
past the farms to their houses overiooking the
fields and groves where the tiny figures stop work
and disappear in the ravines to sleep.

A system of law which per
conditions is intolerable. If farmer
on minimum wage labor to harvest thei

if Americans will not take these jobs,
migrant workers must be legalized as
workers and provided with decent hes
and sleeping quarters. They must be given work
contracts and police protection under the Laws of
the United States. Today, the stain of red
strawberries is as indelible as the mark of

uates such

Losing American jobs

discount store that was_doing
Aairessive job of markeding The sare

offered. | couldn't help but think.
howerer, (al thse gouds mean kst

had » large inventory of goods, and  jobs for

ere. attract

ve. There were

Eracuatin ira high chool i year

wommen's dresses from the People’s
Pl of Chi, s i o
Korea, blouses trom Hong Kong, and

Kawasaki motorcycles. They

pockel calclaor

high school graduates.
ter passing the sign, 1 stopped at &

The candidates respond!

T The Carlisie
mu)wlmywlkunmmmm(
saster Jon program, adiniis
terdby the Department of

To The Carlisle Merc

Beloce planning for the fall cam
paign gets Lo far underws ould
ke to xpeess my graitode o those

resent good Jobs for young people in
Japan.
We aren't making as many things
America as we did 10 or 20 years ago.
Vi e g cho gracuates e t
botme — perhaps because they can't
i o ey ok t v e
made In Japan, Mexico or elsewhere
shoe hey wear are made n Koees

n competitars

s hard

breaking through the cleverly

constructed walls erected by Japan

and other countries. The United States

ay, 1 would  has an 18 billion trade deficit with
Japan. True, America is having sor

o oa i
i KendeDSeaan, Sate Diecir o

Sdoo postively tomy canddacy 1 e
ry. Toe size

s
vices (o the Japanese, such as Amer)
e thoiclory et Expess ciri. Dt e 8 the

Contidence n the General Election

the Demacratic Party first in conduct-
ng.the affairs of their 1

them all 1o be intelligent,
sincerely motivated and committed

found
Seceiary Block e him
der

lamand o lor Americans . mch trade

*The o of cheap apparel trom Asia
means a loss of imited-skill Jobs for
people in smmall cties such as | visited.
Semall textile and apparel operations
‘are being shut down under the pressury
the imperts. In i, o example

based on new i

p losss sibiied by Mr. Saton il
aftr the meeting in Carlisle on May 7

Secreary Block wrte 1o me on June
410adivae e U matter s sl under
review and that 8 decision should be
forthcoming shortly

1 bope s information is helpfl 1o
you. Please leel free 1 call oo me
wheoever you feel 1 can be of

Yours very truly,
Larry J. Hopkirs

Member of Congress

P, Your suggestion about a subscrip-

Their pledges of support are par.
ly reassuring as 1 face the fall
‘campaign as the Demacratic nomisee.

e been clearly articulated,
all Democrats will feel proud 1o be
involved inthe lection process and the

party will b restored
101t Fighttl place as the voce of the
E +

as little a3

Z centa an

unemployed or Ama\ununly oo part

time in the US. textile industry is 20
ooty

1 look forward to a vigorous fall ince 1939,
campalgn in which a clear alternative that parking lots at
has been present

oters, American automotive plants have plen-
ty of cars made in Japan or Germany.

Sicerely,
‘Don Mils

have called in a ooe-year order.

and,
generation that's entering.

Stxth District Congressman  market

SHELLD BOSS T Wmmmmwwa}rm
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' Agree or not

Fired engineers try
in court to beat Frank Metts

The first skirmish in the legal battie

ed highway engineers, Cyrus
ayson, George Franke, and the
Kentucky Association of Transporta

Engineers are seeking an injunc

Layson and mm. an be heard I
Federal Cour

The e cagionss ae chargiog et
rights

petition asking Gov. Joha . Brown Jr
o dismiss Metts
nd_Franke are seeking

hed on the request for the injune

‘The Transportation Department has

signed & contras

law

ted o delend Metts persoaly |

s be ¢
ded with Metts.
ummmn.‘w..m s charges e i«

Disrictenginersindi
es acrass the

y roe n these

st abolshed e Departer
o Phatogrammetry s th
hicss it bpclgrted
against Metts in tr

se charges grew out of
cancellation of a contract with the

and
Franke, said he two were harassed
and fired because of their part

, Metis said Layson and 4 &
Franke were fired for thew port in (0T (e Oper depeinias 'l

A anfo the enginers sad
victory in the request for the injunct

Engineers have had 3 ruving ven

detta with Metts over 4 1ot be Viewed as fatal in the case

Down Memory Lane

William T. Straw resigns

County Agricul

ears, bas this position
Eecive g . e s accepied te
same position at Kenton County with

Gib Friday receved from he State
Department of Conservat

i qua which wl b hept
they are six weeks old, when they will

Restaurant, which was
opened a year ago on Broadway
been sold by Mrs. Edna and Bee Dale,
to Howard McCarty of Hillsboro, Ohio.
“The new owner wil take over the finst
of July

These men will be guest speakers

aot B gt Bty 8
Carlisle Christian Church. — Miss
Wilma Stanfield and Earl Munday,
June 70 at the Carlisle Christian
Church.

ZIED -l ian Vet L P,

— G.T. Walion, T4,

Moetert, P a4 s s

Tharsday, June 2

present
BORN — To Mr. and Mrs. James

Hewy o dusghier, Lessie Flber, Tharday, Joac 3, 192

ed in county
1 the

te Rock,
. toon Mererial Hespi
MARRIED — Miss Elizabeth Sper.

ard Evans will
o resid

Jane 2 at Camp Walters, Texas e, 3

DIED — Jerry Plumner, 73, R White & Myers Chautaug
Hil, Sund ,.wn.n\uxmwmp_.u«x Qe

ople went over

i,
Fisher 1s tearing down his o
residence  Chst and will
e e humber 1o bl & otlage tn
Parks Hill next sunimer

DiED - largs Cuayers, shost 3

years old, last i his home.
. Thanday ot Mes. Fran Sharbtond, 5, Moniay
moening at her home near Miranda
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Never in Nebraska . . . not even if your heart’s on fire for Elwood

You cannot buy these tapes o records in any store.
hat the voice on television willtell you after a pitch on &

new record album by Elws
dor. In the first place, ye
second plac

Also flashed 0n the screen

Squat, America’s Travel
pever heard of uid Elwood and in the
e you wonder why they are not sold

 will be &

g Trouba-

tolbree number 10 call 0 01

der his record. Under the number in smaller letters will be

copt in Nebrask

Why not Nebraska? Did old Elwood leave a string of broken

earts In Omaha or North Plate and no o Bhes b
met some folks from Nebraska who seem

n there? | have

nice to me. Why are

they deprived the priviege of buying Saar's lates cobections

thy wand them

denacd the

“not sold In stores”

thig. The stored

probably refused 0 stink up thel sheves with the reco

Tam tempted to call that

t 800 number and tell whoever anmwers |
ec

own a store in Nebraska and want to stock Ehvoo
ton. And when they try to explain why they cannot sell me the
nd This

stuff, 1l hang up. Then I

U call them bad

Ewood. What's the idea of refusing to sell hat st

Nebraska my album’

—RM—

Convicted Texas burglar and reformed heroin addict Tont
Beravidez said she had a “lavore” burghary methon she used on

rights s wecker
On F

day right, |tl\(nuuﬂlmqnlnmwlxl(hﬂlﬂl out during

o-a,.y. Benavidez said. *
“I'd go to a pay ph

I wes breaki i

Jock

hone. star caling n.« number and leave the
phone o the hook.” she said. “Th e
Vo make mire | could haar the phone riui

reas can procet against such burglary

vice (0 thet telephooe. I

orw
s home empey. the phone can
programmed to ring at another location where someone else can

residential
arin

Police crime analysis officers estimate that up 10 75% of the
burglaries that occur in

large cities are daytime

Such burglaries often Gecur right under the noses of unsu
pecting neighbors. junkies say. Tl

he trick 10  successful (L\y]x}ll(

burglary s simple- a team of fwo or three people will driv

driveway of a home.

pretend to belong there. One

burglat

discreetly disappears around the side of the house and breaks in
Oncr inside, the thief unlocks the front door and lets the others in
Within 15 or 20 minutes, the burglars are gone and the house is
looted
Even the noseat of neghbors may never suspect 8 burglary o
I

ook in the slammer. He returned 1o his home and walked n on a
You're the roofing man. right?
a great job, but there's still a couple of leaks

rolar bought s tik. folowed him out t0 the front yard
masqueraciog 4 8 rooer bt apologts claiming he was at

the
said she woukd 4o 10 &
lay a line on
to soothe any

victimized residenc o burglar
eighbor's home before burglarizing  residence and
them about looking for my dog ot something
suspicions.

Benavidez, the Texas thief, sakd shoplifting has become big
business in the cities and that female shopliffers normally wear

3 TV cut between her legs. |
mean, she was an artist.” it
same s had a(avoriechthing store that had clohes
ening almost 10 the doot of the business. she sak. ~She
could get those Pierre Cardin suits and put two on each finger so
she had elght on each hand.” Benavides said “When she got the
8 wabi fight by the counter and because of the rack you
couldn't see that she was holding mvuluv-. and she'd go right out

racks e
suits, she

store owners should lower their racks and
s patten, with some hanger tops aciog
as { inconveniencing a shoplfter. He
m....',,.‘..unmmnwy,s.-.A,.‘.ﬂ.m the exits and tha
tronic device be installed at the 10 detect merchandise being
sl

s one thing to catch a crook and quite another 10 put him
i Do O s wdaes what yeTiove . s ko

At thal moment, luckly a police car came by and wes d
down. The cops arrested the startied burglar, who was armed with
two knives. “You did the correct thing.” one of the cops told the
omecuner. 1 you had thresenad hom inide he'd probaby have
killed you.” Now er: The man went 1o court to
oo the Uaeglor e R Cal o iy \hnt e begas
was awalting trial on fwo previous charges. Change yout locks was
the only advice the cops could give th Sometimes our
i system seems to be the real crook
—RM —

This old gem has tumed up again and in case you missed i the
other times around . . . It purports o be a workman's compen
sation report submitted by a construction worker. who ended up in
ahospital after one hour on a new job.

The worker's job was simple. He was merely required to move
bricks from the t0p of a tworstory buikding 1o the ground. But It
provsdto be more hazardous than t sounded. His repotfoows:

g | could save time, | rigged a beam with a pulley at the
10p ol the house and 1004 leadng i the ground. | tied an empty
barre o one end of the tope. plled 10 the top ofthe house.
fastened the other end of the fope t0.8
= Goi o 10 e 1op f e howse, | i the barre with ks
hen | w  doun and unfastened the tope o it the bare
fortunately, the barrel of bricks was now heavier than 1.
knew what was happening the barrel jerked me up in

bartel, | started down at high speed. Halfway down, |
m.mu...w. . e severe aceradions (o my s
it the ground. | landed on the brid
! hie u...u | st havl become confusedbecause |t go of
the tope. The barrel came o, striking me on the head and |
Woke up in the hospiel 1 respectuly request sick leave
Ormward, upward.

An editor’s random thoughts..

by Warren . Fisber St
e 2, 1937

syt Kl ik to
appeeciate fully the loveliness of this
region of the wm.y . despie e

ther and
wax_into
hat a few paltry

the penalty of that
reed and this fer

In’ this corner.... b

Bluebirds and fried chicken

1 really have had a heckuva time

mords are wied when you are » child

ol wil show ruts and washes;

y
mostent for which thousands of throats
have been vibeating with whispered
rsals of trills and songs,
ch the

i peeaten
Scquisition of right colours and long

But circumstances like thase were
Kot acquainted with the word

socey. All . relly counied was

youlve In Lt yea
surface hat sounds a bit

g
ot e he word imagination”Or
imagine” for shr
gt e e hat his word
st sk %5 socting ot
wasn't true.
““There's a bluebird over there on the
barm roct,” | would say

“You're just imagining that," my
King over

ught | had thought upthe boerd.
had lagined it

was an image of a bluebird in
my beain, but be wasn't on the barn
root, Wel, damsuit, he was on the barn
rodl,

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

o
T A ek, oo o i
existed was what one could see.
Now that's good old western Anglo-
Saxon thinking. Sound thinking too.
Butit ot verycreative. Creativity
s the abilty to
your ovm cocious e
ik o sew raz, o ok o dllered
doing something. A new
B e By
ears of the 19%0's
hen | grew up on U Larm, e was
togh. Lle was 30 ough that even
' bloebird was ot &

goud 1 1 right make you ik

ned that their children
ruight have lfe a bit better and 5o do

Truth  exists, only
sehood has to be invented.
George Braque
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Batterles
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€ B0t tme o tink about
el

ot quite 30 tough
bould thank our parents and
randparents for tha
‘They didn't use their imaginations so
that we could

TOW/20W/40

St dark lsing o magination has
e And_that

s theblaebid thre, bt was there
o e 1w lers tad &
wel 1 bollered
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V'm always real good at stating the
pecbler question is, what do
we do about (t?




