3 % $ .
|
E 2
f ¥
- NOV | |
: {
: . | | |
26
i
|
i
¥ {
- 2 '(‘
\ .
3 : {
v A S X
5, iz o : |

Our 114th year, No. 48

e

Intrepid travelers

Undaunted by the blustering north winds . roared down the Gallows Hill Road with thrgttle
that brought the season's first snowfall 0 the  beld open. — Mercury photo
county last Friday, these two daring souls

Expulsion hearing
calls school board
to closed session

An expulsion hearing for a NCHS
student sparked a special called ses-
slon of the Nicholas County Board of
Education last Tuesday night

the request of the parents, in line
with KRS 61.810 (6), the hearing was
clased to the press and to the public. Al
discussion and action took place while
the meeting was closed. Neither the
student’s name, the-charges, nor the
action of the board were made public

However, The Mercury has learned
that the student involved. a juvenile, is
stil currently enrolled in classes at the
high school.

After emerging from clased session,
the board decided that no major
changes in bus routes would be made to
satisfy a request Mr. and Mrs. Danny
Poe made at the Nov. 9 regular board
meeting

Mrs. Poe, who lives near the inter-
section of the Saltwell and Morning
Glory Roads, had told the board that
ihe current busroute requires ber son
to walk some 300 feet 20d croms s
beidge to arive at the bus o

150 said that her s’ poysical
condition (he has asthma) is aggravat.
ed by the walk and wait out of doors, as
well as by the exhaust funes from the
bus

AU the Nov. 9 meeting, Superinten-
dent Donald Elder and board member
Chester Mattox volced their concerns
about changing the routes to accom-
modate the one child. Mattox said that

County school
closed today

The Nicholas County school system
will be closed today (Thursday) and
Friday In observance of the Thanks-
giving holiday.

Classes will resume on the regular
schedule Monday morning, Nov, 30,

Post ofﬂée
sets holiday
mail schedule

The local post office has announced a
stepped-up schedule of dispatching
mail during the holiday season. Be-
ginning Dec. 7, and running through
Dec. 21, there wil betwo trips made
between Carlisle ad Lexington.

the hill on one side of the Poe residence
had two dangerous blind curves, and
Eldér 5aid’ fhat"the' bus driver ‘who
mans one of the routes has

that a grade leading up to the bridge
either causes the bus 1o drag, or the
front end to project upward 50 as to
make it impossible Lo see the road
momentarily when driving onto the
bridge.

Atlast week'scaled meeting. Elder
told the board that he had me; mred
the area in question, and that the
i it ditance of 15 fet to walk
from his gate to the bus stop every
morning. Elder said it was 105 feet
from the gate o the bridge. and 50
more feet 1o get across the bridge and
1o the bus

Mattox sald that County Judge/
Executive Reese Smoot had told him
that the county could probably con-
structa place for the bus to turn around
n the Poes’ side of the bridge.

However, Mattox, whose district
encompasses the disputed routes, said
that creating o turnaround at the

proposed site would require many
* See Explusion, page 14

Letter time

That jolly old fellow from the
North Pole has informed The

¥

Letters to be published in our
annual Santa Letters section must
be in our office no later than
Friday, Dec. 11

Letters arriving after that date
annot be guaranteed of reaching
their frosty arctic destination.
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Taxpayers still angry

Petition seeks removal
of fiscal court members

Alter storming the courthouse a
couple of weeks ago and forcing the

audit of the county’s finances.
A petition is currently being cir-
—culated throughout the county that
calls for the resignations of County
Judge/Fixecutive Reese Smoot and
Magistrjtes Harold ichell, Melvin
‘ryman and Orville Atkinson for their
action in passigg an ambulance district
tax the day after a similar rr(uenﬂum

pelition also calls for an audit *'of all
tax money...that is handled by the
fiscal court "

The petition charges that the court
members violated their oath of office in
voting for the tax in spite of the
referendum’s defeat

y Fryman, a dairy farmer from

the Myers Station area of the county
and a leader in the petition drive, said
Monday night that between 1,000 and
1,200 signatures have been collected to
date. And Fryman said that coples of
the petition are still “all over the
county. 1 Just put more out today.”
Fryman plans to mail the petitcn o
Gov. Brown's office when the nus
o signatures reaches the 2000 mark
Fryman, who last week said “We
dort'tfeel they 're capable of serving the
county after they've done what they've
sald Monday that “the main
thing we want to see Is what's on the
books,
‘We're not accusing them of any
thiny said, “"but if everything is
like it should be, then they don't have
anything to hide
ryman said that be has not yet
recelved a res a letter he sent
1o the governar's offce last week
requesting the audit. He also said that
the disgruntied citizens do have an

Lexington firm wants job
Court set to hear offer
to run ambulance service

A ternoon,
the Nicholas County Fiscal Court was
set to meet Wednesday, Nov. 25 with a
private ambulance service from Lex-
ington that has expressed a desire to
take over the local ambulance service
when both county funeral homes go out
of the business midnight, Dec. 31

“We have a sincere interest and are
willing to at least give it a try for
year,"” said Dick Cooksey of Blue Grass
Metial iﬂ’ﬂm

whase service has been in

operaton foe the ast two and onealt
years in Fayette County, said that he
heard about the local situation through
the Blue Grass ADD, and that he began
10 look inta the possibility of using the
county as a springboard into other
small county operations.

*“If anyone can run a service econom-
Ically and ificienly in the county, we
can do it,”" he sa

Lexington, Cooksey said that the units

his service already has Tiere’ could
handle most of those calls “There fust
aren't enough calls in the county to

i

And, perhaps most importantly to
some ruffled county taxpayers in the
wake of the court-impased ambulance
tax controversy. Cooksey said he
thought he could provide the service
with “very little or no subsidy”" from
the fiscal court

e e willinglolook atit o  year,
and then go back in and look af
expenses and wu«um rvcoedy and

and audit of finances .

attorney working with them, but
declined to name the lawyer

County Judge/Executive Reese
Smoot said Monday night that he had
not seen one of the petitions and that he
would rather not comment on the
situation

None of the officials hamed in the
petition have indicated that they sare
planning to resign.

Magistrates Bob Livingood and An.

w Bretz are not being requested to

resign in.the petition. Livingood was
absent when the vote to impose the tax
was taken, and Bretz abstained

Both were defeated in recent re-clec-
tion bids and will be replaced the first
of the year, Bretz will be replaced by
Elmo Myers, and Livingood by Earl

tanck

1
County Atorney Joseph H. Conley
said earller this week th ws
o legal steps the citizens can pursue to
force the officials out of office.

* See Petition, page 14

court could allow use of the armory as
storage area for the ambulance free of
charge

While several details were yet to be
ironed out, Cooksey was expected to
propase 1o the court that he furnish one
ambulance in the county at all times,
along with one full.time employee. He
would augment those with paid volun-
teers and back-up units from Lexing

n
He said all non-life threatening runs
to and from™ Lexington woul
handled by

way,

ove it e et court,” Cooksey
said

“We couldn't absorb lasses on the
service for more than the first year, =
point where “I think we can make it
o

cuts in rent and utilities be is
talking about would be realized if the

s00n as the run

1aid that bo wold “ealy
like to hire & local person as the
full-time employee. You need someane
that knows the area and the people-in
the community. " He said that one of his
s would also come down
to assist M setting up the
*See Court Set, page 14

initially.

$5 million by

n one thinks of Millersburg,
Kentucky, he hardly pictures the quiet,
scenic little town as an international

ts establishment in 1961 by President
John F. Kennedy to recognize persons,
firms, or organizations who have
strengthened ta

tion in world
Kentucky companies have received the
award.

“Actually, the award o Stamler
an'T'award,” said Bill
cha

what we were getting

nto.
Whether that is a humble exaggera-
tion-or not, it really makes little
difference. Because by 1976 Stamler
had developed the export business to a
full ten percent of its total annual

end of year

feeder-breaker sysiems and

i mun.- allar splte
with

Africa, England, Brazil,
Spain and Yugoslavia, Stamler's e
ports will total over $5 million for
machines and replacement parts.
And Bill Stamler said Friday that an
export market of that size translates
into a boost to the area’s economy at
home. He said that exports will account

sn)) “m.mmonnmwmmnm
salaries, and profit sharing paid to
people, and the local expenditure
o approximately $1 million for ma-
terlals and services."
“Equally important, though,” he
sayd, “is_the stabllity that export
diversification brings to this

export_ markets
Hrml) e:lﬂbllshed in Canada, South
Australia,

Stamler gets President’s export award
Millersburg firm to export




