Information system gives
farmers a green thumb

Camtimued from page 1

which receives information from the
master computer at Uhe UK College of
Agriculture in Lexington.

‘Wil minutes, & {armer can learn

computerized weather of marketing

systems, or by UK specialists or county

Extension agents
Much

concerns
The system automatically pulls ra-
tional and regional agricultural ad-
visaries, crop and moisture reports,

international crop summaries o severs
weather slerts from the National
Weather Service wire, and updates all
reports cont B

Farcvers can also view national, state
and cousty radar maps, three-to-ive
day state and county forecasts, and 12
and %-hour surface lorecasts, and 8§
advisaries, all prguided by UK meteor-
clogists from the g weather center in
Lexington

““The maps show warm fronts, cold
fronts, and any precipitation, 30 the
{armers can see what the weather Is
now and what it ikely will be tomorrow
o three days from now,” said Bill
Thom, UK agronomist. *Such timely
information helps farmers make more
accurate decisions about when o till
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plant, use herbicides, irrigate fields,
harvest and the like."
Giltner, who farms 1,200 scres in

Shelby County, agrees that Green
Thumb aids decision-making. He fre-
quently uses the system for weather
information.

*Green Thumb has been very helpful
in telling me how many good days T
have for planting,” Giltner said. “1 can
watch for rain and figure how many
scres ] can get planted or U 'm golng to
get rained out

Last spring, Giltner was able (o plant
his corn 20 days earlier than usual
because Green Thumb indicated the
s0ll temperatures were high

Farmers with the Green
system not only receive weather infor-
mation, but supply it as well. Each day
10 farmers from each county —
equipped with temperature and soil
thermometers and rain gauges — key
into the computer system the maxi-
mum and minimum temperatures, the
precipitation total, the maximum and
misimum soll temperatures, and the
farming _operations they performed
that day

The specific, local information helps
UK weather specialists make their
advisories, Thom said. “That way, the
specialists in Lexington know how
much It rained out in Shelby or Todd
County, and what the farmers there
could do in spite of the rain, or how
rapidly they could get back in the
fields," e added.

Besides weather forecasts, Green
Thumb also delivers a wealth of
marketing information. Farmers can
view regional market reports from the
Chicago Board of Trade and the
Chicago Mercantile Exchange, futures
prices from American Quotation Sys-
tems, .or market reports geared to
Kentucky from the USDA's Agricul-
tural Marketing Service.

“The system receives data automati-
cally from those established marketing
sources, from every 15 minutes to
several times a“day, so the latest
information is available to participat-
ing farmers.

The information must be timely for
the farmers to use the system and
benefit from it,” said Thom.

esponse shown farmers are
doing both. Bill Giltner, for example,
‘was able o profit §2,800 n May by using
Green Thumb to make corn futures
market transaction decisions. Although

“I watch the futures market dally for
trends,” Giltner said, “and when things
look right, 1 start m the
market hodrly, I could call my broker
every hour, but with Green Thumb, my
wile can watch the market while 1 do

other things.

Giltner and the other 199 Kentucky
farmers testing Green Thumb will help
evaluate the system next March, after
@ one-year test. USDA and Cooperative
Extension Service planners hope to
expand the project o five states, each
with 10 counties participating.

Green Thumb has great potential for
a variety of uses, according to John
Ragland, associate director of Ken-
tucky's Cooperative Extension Service.

“The system s used now 1o deliver

modifications, it could become a data
processing system for farmers to use in
formulating leastcost rations for live-
stock or planning crop allocation.”

“Green Thumb is the technology of
the future. It i the first logical step for
farmers — and other ct

onsumers
toward using computers for decision- -

making."

Farmers like Bill Giltner are pleased
with the first step Green Thumb has
taken. As be sunmed it up, “Getting

information 1 need fast i€ a lot easier

and more valuable with the computer.’
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In a time of fresh beginnings
and bright prospects, may you
enjoy all the opportunities

@ 1981 has fo offer!
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This one’s sure to be the @
liveliest one vet! Thanks for
your continuing patronage.
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...In the New Year,
and every year after.
sincere thanks to
all our good friends.
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Christmas Dinner

Some of the nearly 80 persons who traditional Christmas meal. The meal was
attended o Christmas dinner o the iollowed by o Christmas progrdm and o

Nicholas County Senior Citizen’s Center last  visit from Santa

Monday are pictured above enjoying their

Mercury photo
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So Where's Santa ?

None of the people pictured obove ~ Approximately 60 persans were on hand
seem to mind the fact that Santa Claus was  for @ Christmas dinner and program at the
running about 15 minutes behind schedule  center last week. Santa finally made it too!

and was late for his appointed visit to the
Nicholas County Senior Citizen's Center

Will federal deregulation change savings and loan institutions ?

Will local Savings and Loan insti- rmittee on Banking and Insurance
tutions be taking on the look of a bank  allday session at the Univers
beginning January 2, 19817 Kentucky.

This was a primary question last  Sen. Ed Ford (D-Cynt
week during legislative hearings in  committee chairman,

Lexington. One central Kentucky S & L. hearings o help determine how Ken.

executive thinks the answer is yes.  tucky Savings and Lean
Jack Rohrer, president of Capital will be affected by the
F nd L Franklort,

ub-
ed_the

told a state legislative panel that a new  Control Act, which will go into effect the
federal deregulation act “has tried to first of the year, and tn review the

make banks out of us, when none of us  state’s impact on S & L's
wanted 1o be banks," Ford told the subcommitt
Rhorer and other S & L officials need to guarantee thal

t p b
testified before thé Financial Sub-  Kentucky can bulld homes. The market

committee of the Interim Joint Com- must be served
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But the new federal law broadens the
of services offered by S &
at wdding to the
ry purpose. In Janua
providing low interest chec)
NOW accounts, short term
consumer loans and credit card ser-
vices.

““The basic task of the Savings and
Loan is to lend money to build homes,
according to Jerry Mahoney, executi
vice president of the Kentucky Savings

and Loan League
For the past 150 ye:
provided the bulk of U ney for
home building throughout the United
ahaney told the committee.

L's have

54 Ls will now be allowed to
portion of their funds toward
umer loans. § & L representatives
are concerned that these short term
loans will tie up money normally

available for home construction.
The new services will not be that
important to his customers, Harold
told the subcommittee. But the

180

First La
Loan President said he would “let
demands of customers set the trend

ton Fed
inequities between Kentucky's S &
and the
management problem for eventual year

resolution. He suggested that taxes be  Ford represents the state's 30
based on profits rather than the 1/10th  Senatorial District, which includes
of one percent on saving
mandated by state law.

agreed. “If we
mind paying taxe
Roger McGurk stressed

president of the First Federal Savings
and Loan of Richmond. All who
attended -did so voluntarily togive
subcommittee me

their_experien
matters affecti
customers,

cational and informative, “exactly
what Is necessary as we pursue this

NEW YEAR

there." issue in hearings throughout Ken

Bill Woodward, president of Lexing-  tucky

ext round of hearings
entucky shortly after th

ate's commercial banks as

ants now  Nicholas County

agreed to hold the
In northern
first of the
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The
veterans s now 306, a recently
published statistical profile of the nine
million men and women in service at
that time reports.

VA readjustment programs and other
benefits for this youngest group of
veterans has amounted to more thas
$51 billion with $35.2 billion going for
educational benefits.

average age for Vietnam Era

Another Les

e 1o keep the Ame:
of owning your own home
he added. )

Another witness was Tony Whitaker,

bers the benefit of
nd opinion_about
& L's and their

H

Ford called the first session edu-

Peace in the New %éar!
A the New Year dawns, we hope it
wﬁ:w;bwmmmm

tranquil time.
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