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Rehabilitated Owl

Two Western lllinois University graduate students

study o barred owl that had the feathers on
1g a technique known as impi
left,
and Robert Given Harper from 219
Carlisle completed the repair process
ird back into its natural habitat at the

wing replaced u
students, David Fischer,
Amherst, Mass.
Chestnut Street,
and released th

s right
g. The
from 22 Seelye Street,

north edge of the WIU campus. — Photo submitted.

of Santa Claus
2 down a chimney.
Hlustration on right shows
the angels app
pherds in the fiel

Dear Santa
My rame is Bradley Wayne Small
and 1
prety gooe boy this y
Tke for you to bring me &
Stomper 4x4 wheel Wild
Set and a truck that you can
change tires on it. 1 hope that it snows
at Christmas so you € your sled
and reindeers including Rudolph the
red-nase reindeer
P.S. 1 will leave you some milk and
cake under the tree. Please don't forget
my sister — sissy Patricia and brother
Donald Lee. We'll be looking for you
Christmas night.

Lave,
Bradiey Wayne

ol ke 10 baye 2 calalate. T
aiso want my two féen
From mnny Gibson,
8yearsold
Dear Santa,

My name is Cristi Banta. 1 am2 years
old and I have tried awtul hard to be
good girl this year. Could you please
bring me a rocking chair, a doll baby,
see and say, and anything else will do.
There will be cookies and milk under
the tree for you

Love always,
Cristi

Dear Santa,
My name is Dana Banta and I a
ars old. I have beena pretty good glﬂ
s year. 1 would ilke o mm s tleycle,
a Mickey Mouse
Sates, » doll and o Rl blay
toys. 1 will have some milk and cookles
under the tree for you.
Love,
Dana

Dear Santa
My name is Amy il 1 am in the
year
For' Chaistmay

birthstone ring, a Muppet Secret doll
house, and some clothes. Also a few
nice if you can manage it. T

have been a good girl this year,
Dot Lorget all my it tiend a1

and my new little
Year L nightbe ot my Maraand Papa
Fenical's fommy  and
Daddy aren't sure yet if we're going. |
wil leave you some milk and cookles
tree.

Your lttle girl,
Amy Hill

Invide The Mercury

'WIU students pu’r owl
back together again

Putting Humpty Dumpty back to-
gether again was impassible in_the
fairy tale but Western Illinols Uni-

students had

a owl.

The Injured bid bad ts right wing
feathers severed not fly when
it was brought o e university by

ck County conservation police
officer Michael Ke

“Using an ancient faeorry technique
the students were able Lo replace the
damaged feathers with donar feathers
from a road killed owl,"” explained Dr.

mas Dunstan, associate professor
of biological sciences and nationally
gnized expert on eagles and other
birds of prey.
ique, called imping, re-
quires the student to cut off the shaft of
the feather remaining attached to
injured bird. A small bamboo shaft is
{mplanted Inside the stubble shaft.

e ber Glven Harper of Carlisle and
David Fischer, of Amherst, Mass, .,
graduate students in biological sciences
atWIU, completed the rehabilitation by /
using bamboo shafts like pegs and
aliding wing feathers from a road killed
owl over the

“donor bird" had been in the
department's museum for several
years but the wing feathers were
sultable for transplant. In order for the
imping technique (o be effective, the
feathers are systematically reinserted.
‘The feather at the outermost part of the
wing of the donor bird is placed at the
corresponding location on the injured
owl and the process s continued until
all feathers are replaced.

By replacing the feathers the bird can
be released immediately back into the

Bluejackets

~

wild. New feathers will molt in withina
year, Dunstan sai

“Alter the rehabilitation we kept the
owlin our behavior Lab for an additional
four days to make sure there were no
problems,” Dunstan said. “It flew with
no noticeable problems and was re-
leased into its natural habitat.”

‘The owl was turned back into the wild
at a site on the Lamoine River at the
north edge of the WIU campus. The

led area s a natural habitat for the
owl, with hollow trees for nesting and
plenty of available food.

red owls usually frequent wooded
areas. They eat mice, frogs, small fish
and small birds, according to Dunstan.

“The students learpsd the value of
maintaining & museum for rehabilita-
tionas well as for study,” Dunstan sai

‘Sometimes birds that are killed on the
highway may be suitable for this

purpose.

Owls are one of the birds of prey
;Dunstan and his students study. They
“ afe also involved in research along w
I Mississippi and Ilinois Rivers' winter-
ing grounds for bald eagles.
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Health center to be closed

The Nicholas County Health Center
will be closed Dec. 25 and 26 to observe
the Christmas holidays. The Health
Center will also be closed Jan. 1 and 2
for New Year's holidays.

Leudenberg promoted
ARifi/ATR) FORCE RoMETORN
NE!

ter ol Jane . l:ndznb\u’): of
has been promoted in the US. Air
Force to the rank of senior airman,

Airman Leudenburg is a medical
service specialist at the USAF Hospital,
RAF Lakenheath, England.

lule.

Basketball shootout
for Easter Seals
open to students

nm m: girls from six to 18 years
nrolled in school are eligible to
wmclpale in the shootout which will
coutoe (o Feb. 1.
Aboy and girl winner will be guests of
Coach Hall and the Wildcats at the

Louisiana State University basketball
game at Rupp Arena In Lexington on
Sunday afternoon, March 1. Prizes will
also be awarded to winning partici-
pati n cach o the 18 reglons who are

WECHOL 4

WCHOL 4,

The Nicholas County

Lady Bluejackets are pictured, front row
Fryman,

from left, Robyn
Markland, Barbara Payne,

Marilyn Hamilton, Stacy Young, Penny

sSe

High School ~ Rawlings,

Connie
Pam Niblett,

Baker. Back row, Vickie McFarland, Missy

Patricia
Hamilton, Tammy Markland, Ruth Dailey
and Marsha Lyons. Coach Rob Barr is
standing, behind fo left, and statistician
Keith Lyons fo the right.—Mercury photo

Thonk you. s temes

Hopkins
is convicted
of murder

Robert J. “Buddy" Hopkins has been
found guilty of murder and sentenced to
serve 25 years in the state penitentiary.

Hopkins, of Carlisle, shot and killed
Beulah Dale Graysan McCullough Sept.
2 at the Veterans of Forelgn Wars
Post, 214 South Walnut Street, Cyn-
thiana

Accompasied by s aioesey, David
Mel ins changed his plea to
Anm. e arson County Circuit Court
Tuesd

Hopkins had entered
guilty at an Oct.
hearin

Oircult Judge Jo P Lair leied the
senten

a plea of not
13 preliminary

County extension offices

The County Extension Offices and the
Farmers Home Administration Office
will not be open for business from
Thursday, Dec. 2, teu Tharsday, an.
b
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