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'Call it Operation Vittles....’

(Editor's st Rondall Tully is the husband of Mrs. Willie
isle. Mrs. Tully and their

Baker Booth T
son, R. R, Tul
Berlin Airli

and left from he

lly. o native of Corl

o 1o foin his

described below is expected to be available ot the Nicholos

County Public Library soon. The story is from a Rantoul, Iil.
newspoper.)
RANTOUL, ILL.—“Hell'sfires,"shot  B-25 and B-24 pilots in Kansas, Nash-
LL Gen. Joseph Smith, “we're hauling

grub. Call it Operation Vittles if you
have a name.”
With that hipshot articulation the

his
miracle of past-World War 11
IN FACT, HIS exploits and those of
thers from the US,

Hill Book
Briefly stated, after World War II,
Berlin literally was an island city,

and from the city from the three

estern Allied zones in West Germany,
including three 2b-mile-wide air corri-
dors.

‘The post-war haneymoon between the
Allied forces came o an abrupt halt in
June of 1948, when the Russians, in an
attempt 1o claim all Berlin, blocked
highways and canals to “free’" sectors
of Berlin.

NOTHING SHORT OF & miracle was

i necessary to save Berlin from starva-
% tion or communist life. Hather than

face those alternatives brave thinkers
from the other three Allied powers

‘what most considered at the
time to be impossible: Provide 22
million free Berliners with provisions
carried in by air.

The airlift lasted 15 months, (the
Russians gave in within 14 months) and
involved a total of #41 planes flying
276,926 flights covering 124,420 813 miles
1o carry 2,323,067 tons of supplies. The
whole operation cost $300 million and 75
lives.

But, that “impossible dream” suc-
nks to President Harry
‘Truman's iron support and the “‘out-
landish" dreams and determination of
men such as Gen. Lucius Cld). Uml:d
Siaes Miltary Govenox of

and Commander of US. Hl:ﬂ in
Europe, Lt General Brian Roberston,
British Military Governor, and Major
General William Tunner, commander
in chief of the Combiried Airlift Task

Force.
ALTHOUGH TULLY considers his
elght month stint as & pilot during the

© airlift as among the most memorable of

: his
* remembers the misery

experiences thus far, he also

beought the airmen.

“We were constantly fighting_the
weather and our own fatigue,” Tully
said. “During the airlift we didn't
consider it glorious, as we do now. It
was miserable.”

Tully, a native of West Virginia, had
spent most of World War 11 training

ville and at Scott Alr Force Base in
ilinols.
wm.mmumm-u

Munich, Gu-mlny He h-dmdur idea

Randall Tully

One of Tully's roles in the airlift,
singled out by Collier in the book,
involved the issuance of a new Berlin
currency to try to stop rampant
inflation, largely caused by Russian

sabotge to the economic system.

Tully’s orders: Take off for Rhein-
Main A¥” Base, pick up a load of
merchandise for Berlin. The bazes he
and his copilot picked up were marked

and “Birddog.” Tully had been
handed a live grenade and told “blow
unlhtshlpﬂyouhlumhndln
Russian terfi

M5 PLANE ARRIVED at Berln's
Templehof{ Airport In the American
sector and immediately was surround-
ed by jeeploads of military police. Tully
and his co-pllot were ordered from the
Pane and the mysierious cargo was

e ot unlater hat Tully woukd
learn his cargo was 250 million
Deutschemarks.

From then on the full scale alrlift
served as a lifeline for over two million
Berliners.

FOR TULLY AND his airborne com-
rades the Airlift was a somnambul-
ist's picic. Tully, for example flew six
days aweek, six hours a day, Collier, in

+Walkers, Canes & Crutches

v Vaporizers

+ Syringes

»Medicated Skin Lotion

Heating Pads

Hopkins Drug

"Vour Prescription Our Speciality”
Phone 289-2274

+Bedpans

his book, notes that four hours

the cockpit was equivalent to eu.m
hours' on the ground.”

Pilots slept between runs from three

three
was, to use understatement, exhaust-
Collier documents numerous cases
of pilots going over the edge; driven
insane by the pace.
But, like Tully, most survived It. On

what when MaJ. Gen. Tunner stream-
lined the flight patterns o decrease
collision potentionals and foremost,
provide for additional supplies to come

Instead of flying trom Rbein-Main to
Ttmpl!ho" the airlift began flying
Rhein-Main to Gatow Air Base, which
effectively cut the air time in half.

‘The weather was something else. Fog  lej

‘and ice made flying miserable much of
the time. Pilots were forced to fly by

ments worked. “Half were out all the
time,” he recalls. “We flew by the seat
of our pants all the time.

AN TMAGE WHICH has stuck with

Tl lavlves the Foutie i approach

1o Templehotf. Breaking the cloud ceil-

ing — somethimes well under 200 feet

we 0 sarly 2o viabilty evn on e

— pilots

Eoad with ‘mo tomering
Idings

partment
nklnl\heuﬂp-nd..

graveyard between them just before
the runway. Many a flight nearly
buildings.

planessreamed acrus o sky, spaced
s close 1590 seconds apart, a glittering
conveyoe belt o aireralt

“THERE HAD NEVER been a
mercy armada like it Most planes were
plled to the hatches with coal, but
others carried every concelvable ltem
that & blockaded city could utilize:

planeload of
white billygoat, prophylactic
banana flakes, Lom rubber
hotwater bottles for Berlin's haspitals,
ping fong bals, cuckoo clocks, dried
apricots and noodles.

“Tully, recalls that te the weath-
er, his/fatigue and the deteriorating
condition of the planes only once did he

- come close Lo serious Injury or even

death

rrying plerced steel planking (psp)
to extend a crumbling Gatow air strip,
Tully's plane began losing altitude

were {mmediately

hen an engine sputtered and died.

SINCE HE WAS flying his turn-as
copilot, he went back to the cargo area
10 try and dump some of the PSPs. The
fmatacals were too"beavy for one
. Since the

person to
mm.lmmmemmurymum
choice but to cross their fingers, hold
the stick back and give it power. They
Just made it to Templebotf with a few
feet to spare. That was close enough for
Tully.

Tully manged to fly in the face of all
personal and external obstacles for
seven months, at which time he was
given his first break. His wife and
newly-born son Rick finally got to
Germany and for a month enjoyed a
long-awalted reunion.

Tully flew his last airlift flight on
Jamuary 20, 1949. He was then sent, with

Nazi mansic
inwhat seemed a palace and even had a
maid.

Imnu-u-mu-s-mbnm«
and apparently were

provide escape to s-murl-nd m me
event the war turned sour

Tully came back home finally on
April 19, 1950; having participeted truly
in the first confrontation of the Cold
War

Hospital
report

March toMarch 15
ADMISSIONS: Charles Ward, Sara
Sullivan, Dora Mynear, Clarine Ly-
nam, Rosie Faul, Lillam Grimes,
Andrew Grey, Ant Goorge, Ruse Mary
Deblols, Clarence Sugg, Pauline
Bowles, Phyllis Price,| Hattle Stone,
. King, Jasper Groves, Brendy
Buckler, Ethel Ring, Carlisle; James
I

Dixon, Brooksville; Dorothy Daugher-
ty, Owingsville; Jerry Hatton, Jr.,
Paris; Clara Christie, Emma_Gray,
Charles Lester, Ewing; Carol Blevins,
Germantown.

DISCHARGES: Everett Green, Gary
Craig, Dora Curtis, Viola Brown,
Carlisle; Elizabeth Vice, Moorefield;
Jerry Hatton, Jr., Paris
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-~ Saltwell

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley W. Caswell,
and Mrs. Kcnnulh
Living

s

visited at Johnson-Mathers
: ternoon.

Miss Alma Mattox, Paris spent
Sunday with Everett Snapp. They
Nursing
Home in the aft

Mrs. Mae Kenney returned home on
Friday from recent surgery at St
Joseph Hospital several days ago. Her
condition is g

Mr. ‘and Mrs. Gary Holar and
cildren and Myril Hollar were Sunday

y
V.uh.ln Mattox. Mrs. Jennings Mat-
nd Mrs. Phillip Mattox were also
Aernoon viiors:
Mrs. Bobby Brady spent Sunday with
Mr. and Mrs. Enoch Doyle and sons.
Alarge group of youth and counselors

on Monday night. Devotional was given
by Cay Pruitt
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Fred Hollar ——

by Mrs.

com-nmumuur and Mrs. E. V.

Both are faithful umm-

H

Mrs. Lucien rq, Parls, spent
mmy-\mw and Mrs. Andrew Grey
at Nicholas County Hospital. Mr. Grey
is slightly

Mrs. Raymond Wright was & p-n:m
at Harrison Memorial Hospital several

Lexington spent
th Martha and Daley Ken-

nedy, *
Jeif Mattox, student at M. S. U.

. aft
Morehead spent several days the past

goskiloa group of students in Dayton
Beach, Fia

Chris and Tracy Hollar were guests
of Mr. and Mrs. Clifton Ritchie and

daughter Melissa and Mike Harney at
Charlie's Rollr Rk on Prdey night

this ty night March 22 at 6:30
p.m. for soup and W
peayer will be Danny Vice of
the Moorefield Church will be

‘Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Matiax and Mrs.

Jennings Mattox visited Mr. and Mrs.

Eugene Campbell at Frankfort on
s-nnd-y.

Mrs. Bobby Brady accompanied her
parents Mr. and Mrs. Orville Doyle on
Friday.

Mr. and Mrs. E. V. Delaney visited
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Hollar on Sunday

er Hosptal,
Palm Springs, Calif. the past week for
treatment and remalns a patient there,

Prices Effective through Sunday, Much 25
inimum Purchase May Be Requi

cet o beg full

weekend with Mr. and Mrs. Donald
Stone and Denise. Saturday supper
guests were Mr. and Mre. Jerry

getallports

Home Hardwars 0goin is handiing the Lombard line of Chain Sows. We con

Home Hardware, Phone 289-5306

but returned home
on Thursday.
Mr. and Mrs. Roy J. M
ndnn- i, Mrs. Roger Good-
in, Angie and Paula of 1
ladys Bob, Carlisle spent Sunda)
nd Mrs. .
several recen; birthdays of members of
their ’lmﬂlu
Mr. and Mrs. Chester Mattox ac-
companicd Mrs. Homer Ward o thelr
turday
Hospi

y.
Rev. J. . Ritchie and Rev. Roy Hunt.

A rare bird!

The baby -hoatzin, a
tare South Amagean b

MilLs

has filed for
SECRETARY
of
STATE

and invites her friends
in this area to join her
in her campaign.
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We Are
Buying

OLD GOLD

RINGS, WATCHES, COINS
CHAINS — BRACELETS

ANYTHING MARKED
10KT, 14KT, 18KT GOLD
(Turn Your Old Broken
Jewalry lnto Cash)

Also Buying
U.S.SilverDollars
1878 - 1935
Paying *4.85 Each

NONE HOLED OR WORN OUT

The A. J.
Winters Co.

JEWELERS & GOLDSMITHS
SINCE 1885

Heinz Tomato

Ketchup

3

14 oz. bottle
Limit 3

All Flavars Hal Galion

IGA
Cream

Frozen

Beef or Turkey
Banquet
Pot Pies

Stillwell Frozen
Fruit Cobblers 2 = SI5%

Topicana Frozen

Orange Juice %% @@¢

Lipton

TeaBacs

Lipton
Tea Bags

159

100t box

1

With Beans

P Armour Vienna

31

Laundry
Detergent

Bol

Original Mild or Hot (2 Ib. ol 1337)

Tabl

1 By the Piece (Store Sliced...Ib. *1.49)

Flschers Bologna.........n *1.39
(Sliced...Ib. 89*) .
Smuked Jowl R £

Webber's Sausage. .. ..1v ol *1.69
Lean & Tasty (Try them on the grill!}

Pork St eaks‘. . v *1.39
Hickory Mt. Far

Sliced Counlry Ham. . 120z pkg. *3.29
Breaded Pre-Cooked
Fish Sticks

Freshly Frozen

Sole Fillets.....

Fresh
Ground Beef

w0z pkg.*1.79

5. $1.99

TableRite

eRite

‘tg;ow
RC.Cola [pmie
Fabrlc 15* off Label 5 merican 19
# gawe | Dial Soap or Singles sq
89 a’.;,,‘ Diet Rite Cola Bsallard Sweetmilk
wel
— 8 pk, 16 oz. Bottles iscuits ,,G
15 Off Label 4* off Label Plus Depasit Six nack Corned
Ajax Dish Liquid |Comet Cleanser| s l 9 I;r:-:nxa e ot
22 ) = Wishbone
= 89 ] 3,‘ l e 29| EeR

Jerry’s (@ Foodliner

8 A.M. to 8 P.M

Bargains

Morton House
Beef Stew

Keebler
Cookies
2

TabIeFresh\

Head Lettuce

l , Head

Cello Carrots o. D¢
TableFresh Bunch
Green Onions [ ©¢

Celery Hearts e 25 @¢
bl e b 43
Ca.-Crisp

Winesap Apples




