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National Award-Winning Hometown Column

Don't be surprised one of these days if your o the library without a long stecly glre

overdue library book starts beeping, talking or
setting off enough ruckus 50 you'll be glad to

from Miss Hawk. She
were up 1o from watching which bookshelf

could tell what you

hustle it back to the library. you went to.

Readers* failure to bring back checked out
books has grown into @ major problem with
many public fibraries. Most of the books are
the ‘and how-todo volumes that are
|!l<|ly uwm for the libraries to replace.
Obviously, the books do not contain chapters
on how to return books tp the libraries.

Bugging the books with unlelzlz deatronc, o
devices is being studied. They could set the
thing to start giving of gt n 3 muple of  sh
weeks and then library sleuths could 210 in  to
on the overdue volumes with
equipment. So far this cquipment s too
expensive, and there is no assurance some of

<

Occasionally, when | was on the lam from a
troversial marble game, 1'd duck into the

library to hide out foy a couple of hours. Miss
Havk knew immed
dirty knuckles and his pockets full of marbles
was ot up 1o enlarging his intellect thiough
teading library books

ely that a fellow with

161 headed for the magazine rack for a peek
the naked natives in the National

Geoaphic ot puled down an encyclopedia,

me. Her favorite trick was
ind you and hiss in your

e knew she had
case up_ behi

homing  carblade, “What particular book were you
looking for?”

1 was never prepared for this, because the

{he sharper book worms won't learn how 10 only books I had a looking acquaintance with

dectie the bugs.

rouble started when they began
building grounddevel Wbraries and letting in
the riff+aff. You never had this problem with
the old Camegic libraries and Victorian
. They built those ibaties a the top fo
of  long fight of steps 5o by the time you'd
pufed all the way to the (0p, you were (00
out of breath 10 talk above 3 whisper and t00

editions
These libraries were ruled by stern old
maids with pincenct gases clamped onto
long, hooked noses. To get a library card in
the first place was an_accomplishmes
itself. It took nerve to ask for m-wumm,
hey were never offered by librarians.
your parents had 10 sign
Yot comider you school and.triancy
tecordand dcide f you wee s g00d risk.
in my hometown, Miss Hawk ruled like &

queen in her fasdieval catle. i Jouels
3 girl, a sissy or on pension, you didn't get

were the Sears catalog, Tom Sawyer and the
Farmer's”

Almanac. Once | thought of
mbering the name of an

impressive-ooking volume to tell Miss Hawk.
But | got cold feet. I knew she would ask me

7 an on-thespot review just to check up on

"Miss Hawk had read every book in her

domain and instantly knew if you were
weak to make off with any heavy technical checking out a book 10, read,

weapon, 10 impress your teacher or 10 help
yous family move up into society -

10 use as 3

When you took the book you wanted to

bortow 10 her desk, she first looked at the
at 0 cover, then

fixed you with a piercing stare

After deciding she could trust you with it she
would fan through the pages (0 let you know
iad she brarian - she knew they were al there and unmarked.

Hawk would stamp the

official cards in her

When she finally hynded you the book, you

It Was@ Always Easy
Come, Lluy Go At Librarzes

got the impression you were on probation and
at the slightest infraction she would come
personally and drag you QIf 1o the library
dungeon Where she boiled Y oil and ate all
tardy book borrowers.

The fine print on your library card t0ld you
that, unless you returned each book within a
week, it would start costing you five cents for
cach five days overdue. The charge could go as
high as 15 or 20 cents, plus the loss of library
privileges, which was enough 1o scare anyone
then into rushing books back before the
deadlines. Miss Hawk lost some customers but
never a bos

People wie not patticuaty encoursged to
use their libraries in those days. And even if
you had the time after plowing corn, fishing
ip trustee for your
monthly
discomforting effect on the average youngster.

They had a strange odor about them, much
like 3 new car. And nobody except the village
banker and bootlegger could afford new cars
They also had a morgue-like silence, it was
like walking into a sacred temple where
y shoes or loud sniffles magnified into
tolling thunder. | never did my best thinking
in tomb:
1t's no wonder libraries lose a lot of books
now, The places are 100 inviting. Librarians in
miniakists smile at you, talk with you and
invite you to leave with anything that isn't tied

down. They ae quick to tell you it is you
Iibrary, 50 it is natural that some
the; as well keep their books 3 home

instead of storing them in a library.

What libraries need today to cut down on
book. losses is a big picture of Miss Hawk
banging over each checkout desk.
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With most heart specialists just hmm.,
around the operating rooms,
scalpels and waiting for the
department o stock up, it is relteshing 10
hear one come out strong for preventive
maintenance.
may have heard it, but a thing this
good is worth repeating every winter. Women
are better equipped than their husbands 1o
shovel snow off driveways. That's what Dr
Oglsby Pl Chicagohear 1p(;u|ul says
That's reasonable. Women are in_better
shoveshape ‘brough thelr daly csercs of
shing  dishes, mopping shining
vindows sod reslng ebelious Kids, Men
folks are forced o sactifice much of their
physical strength in order to handle the think
problems of politics in Nigeria, interplanetary
exploration and the Japancse bean beetle.
Shoveling and thinking are not compatible.

An English safety expert goes a little farther
by saying women-ought (0 lesv automobile
driving/to the men. A gal, trussed up in her
living girdle, may handle the wn mower, tiop
bucket, chopping axe, paint bucket or shoe
hammer, but she is in 10 shape 1o be driving a

ar,
He claims modern squeeze gear puts such a
n a gal's midsection the circulation is
impeded to various degrees, depending o
how strong the battle of the bulge is Py
‘Actoss all this you put a safety belt, and a
woman becomes a veritable volcano, ready to
rlpmdr at the slightest tremor.
said a ithing like this,
btulm I doxthans s big casle Lo hide ik
those En'lnh fello
Besides, u& just get my wife 10 take
over the mnw m\:l 1l take my chances on
her blowing up in the front seat of our car.

Semper fidelis.

BOARD FOR BOARD. SERVICE FOR SERVICE.,
The People We Sell Building Materials To Are Our
Best References.

Ratliff Bros. Co.

Prone 289- CARLISLE, Ky,

FOR
COLD REMEDIES
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Hopkms Drug Co.

Your Prescription Our Speciaity

Any heat but electric is. .

Like putling .
a buggy whip
on your car!

That's how dated other heating really is. Why go any
way but modern, when you can get better comfort.
cleanliness, greater convenience and maintenance-free
service? Keep that house forever modern—and highly
saleabld — with flameless electric heat. Choose any of
the sevaral installations available — with room-by-room
control. But do choose electric heat, and really kiss the
old horse and buggy days good-bye.

GET ALL THE FACTS: If you're thinking of building
or modernizing, call our nearest office. We'll give you
an accurate estimate of ALL electric heating costs
Then you decide.

“FLAMELESS ELECTRIC HEAT IS PURE COMFORT"

KENTUCKY UTILITIES COMPANY
Six rate reductions since 1962

Saltwell

FEB.
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QUEEN-SIZE
AND BOX -
FOR ONE LOW PRICE

Two-iri-a-bed sleepers
can stretch out in
luxurious comfort
60” wide x 80” long.

You get 20% more

sleeping area with
Queen-size.

MATTRESS
SPRING

Queen-size
comfort .
at a new
low price
You can enjoy extra
length and width without
paying a premium price.

Fine construction for
comfort and long mattress e

NOW ONLY

s,

i{:“
\‘\‘

Uy
W

rails that make

BACK SIPPNRTER® mattress Ec_d expand

n-size fit your regular

Register For

To Be Given Away
Saturday,

this Que
fullsize bed st no extra cost.

Sy wmg g Air

TTRESS.

Feb. 28 AUAP.M.

GARRETT’S FURNITURE B Qulty dbees



