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l J THIS period of stress, when nearly all
of us are hard pressed to keep our busi-
ness heads above water, The Mercury has
followed its policy of giving subscribers a
newspager of which they need not be
ashamed.

If has not been easy to do this. Adverti
ing has fallen off almost to the vanishing
point and the sale of advertising space
constitutes the life-blood of any news-
paper. Without advertising, any news-
paper will soon be forced to cut its stand-
ard of excellence through drastic reduc-
tion of overhead, or go out of business.

We might fill our columns with boiler-
plate and save money; we might reduce
the number of pages, and thus reduce ex-
penses, but at the same time we would not
be upholding our standard of a good week~
ly newspaper.

Subseribers with whom we have been len-
ient during these hard times can help us
uphold our standard by paying subserip-
tions now due and past due. If not con-
venient to pay for a year, pay for six
months. Help us to give you a paper you
will enjoy reading.
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